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Glossary 

Term Definition 

Environmental 

Impact 

Assessment 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is a means of drawing together, in a 

systematic way, an assessment of the likely significant environmental effects arising 

from a proposed development 

Environmental 

Impact 

Assessment 

Report 

A document reporting the findings of the EIA and produced in accordance with the 

Electricity Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 

Regulation 5 

Present Windy 

Standard 

Developments 

The ópresent Windy Standard Developmentsô refers collectively to the operational 

existing Windy Standard I Wind Farm, Windy Standard II Wind Farm and the 

consented Windy Standard III Wind Farm. 

The Proposed 

Development 

The Proposed Windy Standard I Repower Wind Farm 

  

 

List of Abbreviations 

Abbreviation Description 

BT British Telcom  

DGC Dumfries and Galloway Council 

DSFB District Salmon Fishery Board) 

EAC East Ayrshire Council  

ECU Energy Consents Unit 

EIA Environmental Impact Assessment 

EIAR Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

FORL Fred. Olsen Renewables Ltd 

JRC Joint Radio Company  

PAC Report Pre-Application Consultation Report 

PAN 3/2010 The Scottish Governmentôs Planning Advice Note (PAN) 3/2010 

RSPB Royal Society for the Protection of Birds  

FLS Forestry and Land Scotland 

SEPA Scottish Environment Protection Agency 

SWLG Scottish Wild Land Group  

LVIA Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 
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1. Introduction 

This report provides a description of the pre-application consultation undertaken for Windy Standard I Wind 

Farm Repower (herein referred to as the Proposed Development), and the guidelines that the consultation 

process has followed.  

This Pre-Application Consultation Report (PAC Report) has been prepared to accompany the submission of 

an application by Fred. Olsen Renewables Ltd (FORL) under Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989 for the 

construction of a wind farm comprising eight turbines. The Proposed Development is located on Gallow Rig 

and Polwhat Rig above Carsphairn Forest. The eight turbines will have an overall base to tip height of up to 

200 m.  

The Proposed Development also includes external transformer housing, site tracks, crane pads, turbine 

foundations, battery storage, underground electricity cables, onsite substation, one temporary borrow pit, 

temporary laydown areas, associated works/infrastructure and Health and Safety signposting around the site 

(further information is provided in Chapter 5: Project Description in Volume 2 of the EIAR).  

2. The Applicant  

FORL is a leading developer, owner and operator of renewable energy assets, primarily onshore wind farms. 

The company has been developing and operating wind farms in Scotland since the mid 1990ôs. In Scotland 

alone, FORL has an operational portfolio that comprises over 500 MW across ten wind farms. Internationally 

the company operates over 1 GW of renewable energy projects.  

Community benefit was first introduced to Scotland by FORL and to date, the company has made available 

over £7 million to eligible communities surrounding its wind farms and it is substantially increasing this 

investment as new projects come online. FORL is also committed to maximising opportunities for the local 

supply chain, this includes ensuring that all main contractors will spend at least 30% of the contract value 

locally and incentivising all contractors to use local content.  

Engagement with key stakeholders and the local communities surrounding its sites is at the heart of how FORL 

operates. By being involved in every aspect of a wind farmôs lifecycle, from site selection and planning to 

construction and operation, FORL is not only expert in developing successful projects, but also a good 

neighbour. 

3. Legislative Context  

As the Proposed Development is part of a complex of developments that exceeds 50 MW generating capacity, 

the scheme requires consent from the Scottish Government under Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989 and 

involves the Scottish Government considering the arguments for and against the Proposed Development 

before determining an application and granting consent.  

The application also seeks deemed planning permission granted by the Scottish Government under section 

57 (2) of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997, as amended by the Town and Country Planning 

etc. (Scotland) Act 2006. This allows for the approval of deemed planning permission for generating schemes, 

including ancillary development, when consent is granted under the Electricity Act 1989. Although the 

determining authority in this instance is the Scottish Government, Schedule 8 of the Act requires the relevant 

local planning authorities are consulted on planning matters.  

 



 

7 
 

 
 

4. Overview of Public Consultation Legislation  

The Town and Country Planning etc. (Scotland) Act 2006 places an emphasis on consulting those affected by 

new developments and requires those planning ñmajorò development to formally engage with prescribed 

community councils and local communities, to advertise and hold at least two public exhibitions, and to submit 

a PAC Report with their planning application.  

The planning legislation in Scotland is designed to make the pre-application stage of the planning process 

more inclusive and accessible to everyone, regardless of age, gender or cultural background. It is also 

designed to ensure greater openness and accountability in the development process.    

Although a Section 36 consent application is not subject to the same level of statutory pre-application 

consultation, the Applicant is applying the planning approach as good practice, recognising the benefits in 

carrying out early consultation to all concerned parties. In addition, the Applicant considers early consultation 

an integral element of the iterative public consultation process. 

Accordingly, in line with the Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Scotland) 

Regulations 2013, the consultation guidelines followed on this project include:  

¶ Every community council whose area is within or adjoins the application site to be consulted;  

¶ Details of the proposal and consultation to be published in a local newspaper at least seven days prior to 

the event and include the location and description of the development, details as to where further 

information can be obtained, data and place of the event, a statement explaining how and by when persons 

wishing to make comment to the prospective application relating to the Proposed Development may do so; 

¶ Consultations to be carried out in a manner that provides genuine opportunities for members of the public 

to engage with applicants;  

¶ The consultation should be a meaningful engagement with those who can represent the communityôs views 

and should offer the opportunity to mitigate negative impacts and misunderstandings, and deal with any 

community issues that can be addressed; and  

¶ The applicant submitting a PAC Report with the planning application, detailing the consultation undertaken 

and any changes made to the Proposed Development as a result.    

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Town and Country Planning (Miscellaneous Temporary Modifications) 

(Coronavirus) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 came into force on 24 April 2020. These emergency consultation 

guidelines were appropriately followed on this project at the relevant times and included:  

¶ Temporary relaxation of pre-application consultation requirements during Coronavirus emergency period; 

and 

¶ Temporary removal of requirement to hold meeting of local review body in public during Coronavirus 

emergency period. 

In October 2021, the Pre-Application Consultation procedure for applications was updated. The key changes 

were: 

¶ The Pre-Application Consultation must include at least 2 public events, held at least 14 days apart (Note: 

although public events can currently be held online, they must be held physically once COVID restrictions 

are lifted; the Regulations do not facilitate a shift to virtual events going forward); and 

¶ At the final public event held, applicants must feedback on the comments received throughout the Pre-

Application Consultation. 

These changes have been considered during the Pre-Application Consultation process for the Proposed 

Development.  
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5. Process for Community Consultation  

The Scottish Governmentôs Planning Advice Note (PAN) 3/2010 ï Community Engagement Planning with 

People, provides guidelines for Pre-Application Consultation. PAN 3/2010 stipulates that community 

engagement should be meaningful and proportionate and take place at an early stage to influence the shape 

of proposals. PAN 3/2010 uses the National Standards for Community Engagement, developed by 

Communities Scotland, as its structure. This provides a useful framework to help plan, monitor and evaluate 

community engagement and sets out ten standards which are intended as best practice guidance: 

¶ Standard 1: Involvement - identify and involve people and organisations who have an interest in the focus 

of the engagement; 

¶ Standard 2: Support - identify and overcome barriers to involvement; 

¶ Standard 3: Planning - gather evidence of need and resources to agree purpose, scope and actions; 

¶ Standard 4: Methods - agree and use methods of engagement that are fit for purpose; 

¶ Standard 5: Working together - agree and use clear procedures that enable participants to work together 

efficiently and effectively; 

¶ Standard 6: Sharing information - ensure necessary information is communicated between participants; 

¶ Standard 7: Working with others - work effectively with others with an interest; 

¶ Standard 8: Improvement - develop the skills, knowledge and confidence of the participants; 

¶ Standard 9: Feedback - feed results back to the wider community and agencies affected; and 

¶ Standard 10 - Monitoring and evaluation; monitor and evaluate whether engagement achieves its purpose 

and meets the national standards for community engagement. 

6. Consultation Activities  

This report details the consultation activities undertaken with statutory and non-statutory consultees prior to 

the submission of an application. It seeks to outline the relationships built within the local community and the 

two-way flow of communication that took place throughout the process. In addition, it demonstrates how the 

Applicant has listened to feedback and how the design of the Proposed Development may have changed in 

response to local views and opinions.   

The Applicant is committed to building long-term relationships with stakeholders and local communities and 

will continue dialogue locally throughout the determination process. 

6.1 Consultation Methods  

A range of methods for communicating with statutory and non-statutory consultees were employed throughout 

the consultation process. This included but was not limited to: 

¶ Meetings and telephone calls with residents; 

¶ Meetings and telephone calls with key stakeholders;  

¶ Newsletters; 

¶ Public exhibitions; and 

¶ Posters and newspaper advertising.  
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6.2 Engagement with Consultees  

Engagement with consultees started very early in the pre-application process. Key community consultees were 

contacted in April 2021 to introduce the project team and discuss the potential for repowering proposals at 

Windy Standard I Wind Farm.  

Following which, Dumfries and Galloway Council (DGC) were contacted in July 2021 via their pre application 

process. Discussions with NatureScot took place in February 2021 to gather their initial views regarding the 

Proposed Development so they could highlight if there were any further survey requirements.  

A Scoping Report was submitted on the 13th of August 2021 and the formal consultation responses were then 

received. The full Scoping Opinion received from the Scottish Government is presented in Appendix 1.1 in 

Volume 4 of the EIAR.  

The Applicant went through the gatecheck process with the Energy Consents Unit (ECU) where any scoping 

responses and post-scoping consultations were described and discussed. The gatecheck process included 

how these responses will be addressed within the EIAR to be submitted. This process also sought input from 

DGC, NatureScot, Scottish Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA), Historic Environment Scotland, and 

Marine Scotland. These consultees were provided with, and invited to comment on the following documents 

in draft form: 

¶ Layout plan of the Proposed Development;  

¶ Proposed Development boundary plan; 

¶ The proposed structure of the EIAR and timeline for its submission; 

¶ A summary of engagement with consultees and communities to date; and 

¶ A spreadsheet showing the scoping responses and how these have been dealt with in the EIAR.  

Although it was indicated that DGC would not have the capacity to directly respond to any consultation specific 

to this development within the given timeframe prior to application submission, the Planning and Landscape 

Departments have been copied in to emails where appropriate to maintain transparency of decision making 

throughout the pre-application and EIA phase.   

7. Statutory Consultees  

Statutory consultees were consulted as part of the formal scoping process and throughout the EIA process. 

These included:  

¶ Dumfries and Galloway Council*;  

¶ Fisheries Management Scotland;  

¶ Historic Environment Scotland; 

¶ Defence Infrastructure Organisation (DIO); 

¶ NATS Safeguarding with Technical and Operational Assessment;  

¶ NatureScot;  

¶ Nuclear Safety Directorate (HSE);  

¶ Scottish Water;  

¶ SEPA;  

¶ Crown Estate Scotland;  

¶ Carsphairn Community Council;  
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¶ Dalmellington Community Council*; and 

¶ New Cumnock Community Council.  

(*These consultees did not respond)  

Summaries of the statutory consultee responses are provided in Appendix S.  

Community Councils were also consulted as statutory consultees, and details on their engagement are 

provided in sections 9-12 of this PAC Report.  

8. Non-Statutory Consultees  

Non-statutory consultees were consulted as part of the formal scoping process and where required throughout 

the EIA process. These included  

¶ Scottish Wildlife Trust*;  

¶ The Mountaineering Council of Scotland*;  

¶ Scottish Wild Land Group (SWLG)*;  

¶ John Muir Trust*;  

¶ British Telcom (BT);  

¶ Civil Aviation Authority*;  

¶ Joint Radio Company (JRC);  

¶ Scotways*;  

¶ Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) Scotland;  

¶ Visit Scotland*; 

¶ Edinburgh Airport;  

¶ Glasgow Airport;  

¶ British Horse Society;  

¶ Dee District Salmon Fishery Board (DSFB) (Kirkcudbrightshire)*; 

¶ Galloway and Southern Ayrshire Biosphere; 

¶ Galloway Fisheries Trust; 

¶ Glasgow Prestwick Airport; 

¶ Highland and Island Airports; and 

¶ West of Scotland Archaeology Service*. 

(*these consultees did not respond):  

9. Community Consultation  

The Proposed Development is located entirely within the boundaries of DGC and immediately adjacent to East 

Ayrshire Council (EAC). There are three community council areas in the immediate vicinity of the Proposed 

Development. Carsphairn Community Council whose area of jurisdiction covers the whole Proposed 

Development Area, Dalmellington Community Council area, which is located immediately to the north-west of 

the Proposed Development Area and New Cumnock Community Council Area, which is located immediately 

to the north of the Proposed Development Area.   
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The Applicant has focussed engagement on these community council areas, with which it has communicated 

with local residents and liaised extensively throughout the pre-scoping and pre-submission period. At all times 

the Applicant has sought to ensure that local communities are fully informed of the Proposed Development, 

are provided with opportunities to provide comment on the proposals, receive early notification of events and 

any changes to the proposals and the application timeframes.  

9.1. Community Councils  

The communities closest to the proposals are represented by a variety of organisations including community 

councils, community trusts and community associations. As detailed above, the community councils consulted 

included:  

¶ Carsphairn Community Council;  

¶ Dalmellington Community Council; and 

¶ New Cumnock Community Council;  

Engagement with community councils largely took the form of face-to-face meetings, telephone calls and 

written updates. This was supplemented with ongoing one-to-one engagement with members of the local 

community as required.  

Community groups have continued to be informed about the progress of the Proposed Development during 

the lead up to submission. This has been undertaken utilising different methods of communication, including 

written updates and presentations.   

The additional groups engaged include:  

¶ Carsphairn Renewable Energy Fund Ltd; 

¶ New Cumnock Development Trust;  

¶ Community Enterprise Scotland;  

¶ Dumfries and Galloway College;  

¶ Glenkens and District Trust;  

¶ Galloway Glens Landscape Partnership;  

¶ Dalry Community Council; and  

¶ Carsphairn Arts Trust  

9.2. Wider Stakeholders  

Throughout the public consultation process the Applicant undertook a range of measures to engage local 

interest groups, councillors and politicians. This included:  

¶ Early consultation with locally elected members, MP and MSPs;  

¶ Regular written updates on the proposals, alongside invitations and notification of key milestones including 

exhibitions; and 

¶ Offering, and attending, one-to-one meetings throughout the consultation process.  
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10. Public Exhibitions  

10.1. Introduction  

This section details the public exhibitions held in both June 2021 and November 2021 and outlines the 

feedback received from all exhibitions. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, social distance measures had to be imposed at various events. A óvirtual 

exhibitionô refers to the exhibitions that could not be held in person or were held virtually to allow community 

members who had to isolate the opportunity to attend.  

The virtual exhibitions emulated an in-person event. It provided communities the opportunity to enquire about 

the Proposed Development and also gave them the opportunity to leave their comments and provide their 

opinion on the Proposed Development.  

10.2. June 2021 Public Exhibitions  

The first round of public exhibitions in June 2021 provided the opportunity to present the initial site layout whilst 

environmental survey works were still ongoing. The events sought to gather feedback from the local community 

and key stakeholders which would go on to inform the final submitted proposals.  

The events were held online, and attendees were able to access a virtual village hall experience.   

The virtual exhibition was launched on Monday 21st June and two live chat events took place on:  

¶ Monday 21st June 2021, 17:00 ï 19:00; and 

¶ Wednesday 23rd June 2021, 17:00 ï 19:00 

The virtual exhibition remained online until October 2021 and the exhibition materials remain live on the 

dedicated project website www.windystandardwindfarm.co.uk.  

The events were promoted locally using various methods. This included notification in writing to community 

groups as well as an advert (see Appendix A) that was published in the Ayrshire Post appearing on the 9th of 

June 2021 and one in Galloway News which appeared on 10th of June 2021. The adverts provided a variety 

of information in addition to the event details, including a telephone number and email address so that readers 

could contact the Applicant if they had any comments or questions relating to the Proposed Development. The 

notice also provided a link to the website where they could access the events and further information on the 

Proposed Development.  

A leaflet (see Appendix B) promoting the Proposed Development and the events was distributed to local 

households and a digital poster was provided to local community groups to encourage them to share details 

on social media.  

Community members were able to view the following materials at the June 2021 public exhibition: 

¶ Exhibition Banners (see Appendix C); 

¶ Exhibition Boards (see Appendix D) 

¶ Photomontages (see Appendix E); 

¶ The site layout as designed at the time of the exhibition (see Appendix F); and 

¶  Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) (see Appendix G).  

 

http://www.windystandardwindfarm.co.uk/
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If members of the community were unable to attend the events, or easily access the information online, the 

Applicant encouraged them to get in touch to have a conversation or to request copies of the information 

available.  

10.2.1. Feedback from the June 2021 Public Exhibitions  

Community members who attended the June 2021 public exhibitions were asked to fill out a feedback form 

(see Appendix H). One person out of the two public exhibitions from Dalmellington Community Council filled 

out the feedback form, see Appendix I for their comments.  

10.3. November 2021 Public Exhibitions  

Further in-person public exhibitions took place in November 2021. The purpose of the second round of public 

exhibitions was to demonstrate how the Proposed Development design had evolved, outline the opportunities 

that the project presented for the community and detail how feedback from the first round of public exhibitions 

had been considered and reflected in the updated proposals.   

Three events took place in order to provide many opportunities to engage with the proposals. These were:  

¶ Monday 15th of November, 11:00 ï 19:00,Dalmellington Community Centre;  

¶ Tuesday 16th of November,11:00 ï 19:00, Lagwyne Hall, Carsphairn; and 

¶ Thursday 18th of November,11:00 ï 19:00, New Cumnock Working Menôs Club.  

Appendix J shows an advert with all information for the November 2021 round of public exhibitions, this was 

published in the Ayrshire Post on 3rd of November 2021 and in Galloway News on 4th of November 2021.  

These events were promoted using a range of methods. Community councils and key stakeholders were 

notified in writing and provided with a digital poster to circulate on social media and locally. A leaflet detailing 

the proposals and the events was distributed locally. This can be found in Appendix K. If members of the 

community were unable to attend the events, the Applicant encouraged them to get in touch to set up a 

discussion via text/call/email, request a hard copy of the information presented at the public exhibition to them, 

or receive a memory stick with the information on it.  

At the November 2021 in-person public exhibitions, attendees were provided with an A5 brochure (see 

Appendix L) which contained updated information on the Proposed Development, the EIA process, a new site 

layout, and community benefits. Visualisations were mounted on boards to demonstration what the turbines 

would look like at points in the surrounding landscape (see Appendix M). Visitors to the events were able to 

utilise technology that enabled them to understand the anticipated visual impact of the proposals on any 

location they wished, such as their homes and walking routes. In addition, attendees were able to access 

additional information regarding the opportunities to repurpose the original turbine blades at Windy Standard 

I. (see Appendix R).  

Photos of the November public exhibitions can be found in Appendix N.  

10.3.1. Feedback from November 2021 Public Exhibitions 

13 people who attended the second round of public exhibitions filled out a feedback form, which, similar to the 

first, contained questions on renewable energy in general, the Proposed Development and asked for feedback 

and comments on the plans. The feedback form can be found in Appendix O. The feedback gathered can be 

found in Appendix P.  
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Every respondent agreed there was a need to generate renewable energy. 12 out of 13 respondents agreed 

they supported onshore wind, one was unsure. Every respondent was in support for the Proposed 

Development.  

The main feedback from the exhibitions was on how the public exhibition was useful and answered a lot of 

community members questioned. Others commented on the visual impact of the Proposed Development and 

how it would help declutter the landscape.  

11. Further Community Consultation  

Throughout the consultation process the Applicant has continually sought to meet, and exceed, statutory 

requirements. This has included engaging with many local community groups, individuals and stakeholder 

organisations ï exploring how the project can best support Scotlandôs net zero commitment, whilst being the 

best fit for the local area. 

The Applicant has recognised the opportunity that the repowering of Windy Standard I Wind Farm presents in 

raising awareness of the industry wide issues of recycling and repurposing wind turbine blades and the 

opportunities across the sector to deliver innovative solutions locally.  

As a result, the Applicant has undertaken a range of commitments to ensure that the proposals have wider 

benefits to the economy, local communities and wider renewables industry.  

This includes:   

 

Developing intrinsic links with Dumfries and Galloway College:  

Engagement with the local community and key stakeholders has helped to identify the opportunity for the 

Applicant to work closely with Dumfries and Galloway College to support renewable energy studies in the 

region. As a result, the Applicant has committed to proving components from Windy Standard I Wind Farm 

to the college. In addition, the Applicant has established a Wind Turbine Technician Training Fund worth 

£10,000 ï focused on supporting local students to study, work and live locally.  

By donating components towards the college upon decommissioning the wind farm, this will allow students 

to get hands on experience with turbine parts prior to entering the workforce. An opportunity that they donôt 

currently have.  

In addition, the Applicant has arranged for funding to be gifted by the Fred. Olsen Social Engagement group 

on behalf of Bonheur ASA which is the parent company of Fred. Olsen Renewables to support a student 

bursary. This will be focused on supporting students to overcome barriers that prevent them from studying, 

living and working in the area.  

The bursary of £10,000 for the college will be utilised to help enable students from the region overcome 

challenges which deter them from studying Wind Turbine Technician Training locally ï whether that is high 

transportation or accommodation costs, amongst others ï and support them to study locally. 

 

Forming a partnership with ReBlade:  

The Applicant has recognised that the decommissioning process relating to Windy Standard Wind Farm will 

release various materials and a focus for the organisation is to identify solutions to repurpose or recycling 

the blades. As a result, the organisation has entered into an innovative partnership with ReBlade, a specialist 
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wind turbine decommissioning service in the UK, to explore solutions for reusing the turbine blades from 

Windy Standard Wind Farm.  

The partnership with ReBlade will explore repurposing the blades and identifying opportunities to create 

items for use in the local area, such as playparks, bus shelters and bike racks. The initiative is focussed on 

embracing the circular economy, ensuring that renewables are as green as they can be ï whilst supporting 

jobs in the region and Scotland-wide.  

 

Supporting the local supply chain: 

To date, Windy Standard Wind Farm has spent over £100m with local businesses and the team maintains 

ongoing relationships with many organisations during the operation of the existing wind farm.  

As part of the consultation process for the Proposed Development, the Applicant has undertaken further 

engagement with the local supply chain to ensure that it is aware of all services and products being provided 

locally, and that new suppliers have had the opportunity to engage the team regarding opportunities at 

Windy Standard Wind Farm.  

This involved a Supplier Drop-in Session which took place at Dumfries and Galloway College on Tuesday 

12th April, 11am ï 2pm. Local suppliers attended the event, had the opportunity to speak to members of the 

Applicants procurement team and learn more about the processes in place to engage the local supply chain.   

The event was well attended and has led to the Applicants updating its supplier register.  

12. Community Benefit and Shared Ownership  

The Applicant believes that its wind farms can be an asset to the local area, supporting the local economy and 

helping to meet local aspirations. Each year the Applicant provides over £600,000 to eligible communities 

surrounding its wind farms, amounting to more than £7m to date.  

The Windy Standard Complex has been operating a community benefit fund for over 25 years. This fund which 

amounts to more than £500,000 to date has managed to support a raft of local projects. This includes:  

¶ Further education grants; 

¶ Vocational support; 

¶ Hall refurbishment; and  

¶ Property investment  

If consented, the repower of Windy Standard 1 will provide over £7m throughout the lifespan of the project. 

This will consist of community benefit payments of £5,000 per MW. These payments are in line with the 2017 

Scottish Energy Strategy, which strongly supports the provision of community benefits for renewable energy 

projects.  

The Applicant is committed to working closely with the communities surrounding the wind farm to ensure that 

the community benefit can help to address identified local challenges such as attracting families to the local 

area, improving housing stock and energy consumption. 

The Applicant will continue to engage the local community regarding community benefit and shared ownership 

as the project progresses.  
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13. Evaluation of the Consultation Process  

The level of public consultation for the Proposed Development has met the National Standards for Community 

Engagement whilst being in proportion with the size and nature of the Proposed Development. This is 

demonstrated in Table 13.1 below, in conjunction with the National Standards for Community Engagement. 

Table 13.1: National Standards for Community Engagement  

National Standard  Example  

1. Involvement  The community councils for each area surrounding the Proposed Development 

were identified and contacted with information on the Proposed Development. 

A virtual village hall was launched on Monday 21st June 2021 and two live chat 

events took place on:  

¶ Monday 21st June 2021, 17.00 pm ï 19.00; and  

¶ Wednesday 23rd June 2021,17.00 ï 19.00   

Please note, if not for the social distancing measures put in place by COVID-19 

the public exhibitions would have been undertaken in person at various locations 

within close proximity to the Proposed Development. 

Three further in-person events took place to provide many opportunities to 

engage with the proposals. These were:  

¶ Monday 15th of November, 11:00 ï 19:00, Dalmellington Community Centre  

¶ Tuesday 16th of November, 11:00 ï 19:00, Lagwyne Hall, Carsphairn; and  

¶ Thursday 18th of November, 11:00 ï 19:00, New Cumnock Working Menôs 

Club.  

An update on the Proposed Development will be sent, upon submission, to key 

stakeholders to advise them of the submission and ways to engage the 

application.   

 

2. Support  All of the exhibitions were advertised in the Ayrshire Post and the Galloway 

News more than seven days prior to the events. They were also promoted 

locally using leaflets, posters and written correspondence. This provided 

advance notice and the opportunity to prepare to attend/participate in the 

formal consultation events.  

 

The events took place online during the evenings and in person at a village hall 

across the day in order to provide ample opportunity for people to engage.  

The advertisements also provided contact details for engagement over email 

and telephone, alongside the opportunity to view materials online.  

 

Due to COVID-19 several of the public exhibitions were held virtually. This 

meant community members would not need to overcome any barriers of 

travelling to attend to these events. However, the consultation acknowledged 
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that internet would be required and hard copy materials were available upon 

request by telephone.  

 

The opportunity to engage in person was also provided with the second round 

of events.  

 

A leaflet (Appendix B & K) was delivered to local household to promote the 

proposal and the events.   

3. Planning  A clear scope for the community consultation was set out in the scoping report 

submitted to the ECU, DGC, SEPA and NatureScot. No specific issues were 

raised regarding community involvement. 

4. Methods The methods used by the Applicant to engage with the local community such 

as public exhibitions, surveys and ongoing updates were used successfully to 

engage in a dialogue with the local community and make sure a wide range of 

voices were heard.    

Information on how to contact the project team was available on all 

advertisements throughout the process.    

5. Working Together  ECU, SEPA and NatureScot have all agreed on the scope of the consultation 

that was set out in the scoping report. There were no concerns.  

6. Sharing Information The materials exhibited at the public event covered all aspects of the Proposed 

Development and members of the project team were in attendance to guide 

attendees through the details of the Proposed Development and answer any 

questions.  

 

All of the exhibition materials were available online at the dedicated project 

website and further hard copy materials could be requested by email or 

telephone.  

 

7. Working with Others Community councils were engaged with early in the process to communicate 

the project timeline and details of the development. 

8. Improvement  Discussions took place with attendees at the public exhibition about how 

individuals could get involved with the application process of the Proposed 

Development. 

The Applicant listened to comments from the communities and statutory 

consultees and sought to take on board, where practicable, their concerns. 

Through an iterative design process the Applicant have improved the layout as 

a direct result of the consultation process, more information on this can be 

found in Chapter 3: Site Selections and Design Evolution, in Volume 2 of the 

EIAR. 

9. Feedback This PAC Report provides a comprehensive account of the processes and 

methods deployed, and details of comments and feedback received throughout 

the pre-application consultation process. 
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10. Monitoring and 

Evaluation 

The consultation process was monitored to assess its effectiveness in the 

context of the scale and nature of the Proposed Development.                            

As demonstrated in this table and overall PAC Report, the pre-application 

consultation process undertaken for the Proposed Development has been 

evaluated against and meets the National Standards for Community 

Engagement1 in the context of the scale and nature of the Proposed 

Development.   

14.   Design Evolution  

Feedback received from consultations informed the iterative design process of the Proposed Development. 

The various iterations of the layout and details of the factors influencing the layout are provided in Chapter 4: 

Site Design and Design Evolution in Volume 2 of the EIAR.  

In particular, the scoping response from Carsphairn Community Council indicated that they valued the richness 

and diversity of once common bird species to their local environment, in particular black grouse. They 

highlighted they would like the impact on black grouse to be scoped in and assessed in the EIAR.   

The effects of the Proposed Development on black grouse are described in Chapter 8: Ornithology of the 

EIAR. No black grouse were recorded during surveys at the Proposed Development in 2020 (Figure 8.5, 

Volume 3). The last time lekking black grouse were recorded at the Windy Standard Complex was in 2010 

during baseline survey work for Windy Standard III Wind Farm (see Figure 8.5) therefore it is considered that 

there will be no impacts on black grouse populations from the Proposed Development.  

In lieu of suitable opportunities within the Proposed Development Area to provide enhancements for black 

grouse, it is proposed that post-consent and as part of the proposal, funding is provided by the Applicant to 

support appropriate off-site mitigation for this species in agreement by stakeholders. Discussions have been 

undertaken with the Galloway and Southern Ayrshire Biosphere, for more information see Chapter 9: Ecology, 

paragraph 9.7.54  

15. Scoping 

A scoping report was submitted in August 2021 and formal consultation responses were then received. Each 

of the consultee responses have been addressed through an iterative EIA process and will be detailed within 

the chapters of the EIAR to which they relate. The relevant chapters will detail how the responses were 

addressed as the Proposed Development has progressed.  

Whilst a number of consultees did not provide a response to the scoping report, it is noted that the majority of 

those consulted did respond and their comments have been taken into consideration within the design process 

and production of the EIAR. 

 

1 Scottish Community Development Centre (2016) National Standards for Community Engagement [Online] Available at: 

NSfCE+online_October.pdf (squarespace.com) [Accessed 13/12/2021] 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5943c23a440243c1fa28585f/t/5c000b516d2a737f69d510e7/1543506813945/NSfCE+online_October.pdf
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16. Conclusions  

The pre-application consultation carried out by the Applicant for the Proposed Development was open, 

transparent and in keeping with the Governmentôs guidelines under PAN 3/2010.   

The Applicant has, as part of this Proposed Development, engaged with the local community through the 

relevant community organisations and via public exhibitions. This has allowed the communities to be informed 

about the Proposed Development and for the Applicant to respond directly to any concerns that the 

communities have in connection with the Proposed Development.  

Communications with statutory consultees, non-statutory consultees and with communities will be maintained 

as the development progresses, and the Applicant will aim to continue to provide information as requested, 

addressing any queries as and when they arise. 
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Appendices 
 

Public Exhibition June 2021 

Appendix A: Advert for June 2021 Public Exhibitions  

Appendix B: Public Exhibition Leaflet for June 2021 Public Exhibitions  

Appendix C: Exhibition Banners for June 2021 Public Exhibitions  

Appendix D: Overview of Exhibition Boards  

Appendix E: Public Exhibition photomontages June 2021 

Appendix F: Public Exhibition Site Layout June 2021  

Appendix G: Public Exhibition ZTV June 2021  

Appendix H: Blank feedback form for June 2021 Public Exhibitions 

Appendix I: Feedback from June 2021 Public Exhibitions  

 

Public Exhibitions Nov 2021  

Appendix J: Adverts for November 2021 Public Exhibitions 

Appendix K: November 2021 Public Exhibition Leaflet  

Appendix L: November 2021 Public Exhibition Brochure  

Appendix M: November 2021 Public Exhibition Photomontages 

Appendix N: November 2021 Public Exhibition Photos  

Appendix O: Blank feedback form from November 2021 Exhibitions  

Appendix P: Feedback from November 2021 Public Exhibitions  

 

Additional Appendices  

Appendix Q: Media Coverage    

Appendix R: Ideas for the repurposing of the current turbines at windy Standard I  

Appendix S: Gate Check Report   
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A. Adverts for June 2021 Public Exhibitions  
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B. Public Exhibition Leaflet for June 2021 Public Exhibitions  
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C. Public Exhibition Banners for June 2021 Public Exhibitions 
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D. Overview of Exhibition Boards  
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E. Public Exhibition Photomontages June 2021  
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F. Public Exhibition Site Layout June 2021 
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G. Public Exhibition ZTV June 2021 
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H. Blank Feedback form for November 2021 Public Exhibitions  
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I. Feedback from November 2021 Public Exhibitions  
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J. Adverts for November 2021 Public Exhibitions 
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K. November 2021Public Exhibition leaflet  

 

 



 

44 
 

 
 

L. November 2021 Public Exhibition Brochure  
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M. November 2021 Public Exhibition Photomontages  
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N. November 2021 Public Exhibition Photos   
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