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Glossary

Abbreviation Definition
The Applicant Fred. Olsen Renewables Limited
EIA Regulations The Electricity Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland)

Regulations 2017.

Environmental Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is a means of drawing together by

Impact Assessment  the developer, in a systematic way, a description of the development and
information relating to of the likely significant environmental effects arising
from a proposed development.

Environmental A document reporting the findings of the EIA and produced in accordance
Impact Assessment  with the Electricity Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland)
Report Regulations 2017.

ITPEnergised The lead consultant EIA co-ordinator is: ITPEnergised

Proposed The proposed Balnespick Wind Farm as described in Chapter 1, Volume 2 of
Development the EIA Report.

Proposed The project development area within the site boundary as shown in Figure 7,

Development Site 9. Chapter 2, Volume 2 of the EIA Report.

Document Review (to be removed on printing)

Issue Date Name Revision Details
1 08/11/2024 Jamie Scott Baseline Draft
2 15/11/2024 Jamie Scott
3 04/12/2024 Jamie Scott

T
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Introduction

Background

This Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report has been prepared by Pegasus Group on behalf
of Fred. Olsen Renewables Limited (‘the Applicant’) who is applying to the Scottish Ministers for
Section 36 (S36) consent and deemed planning permission, under the terms of the Electricity Act
19891 (‘the Act’) and the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997, respectively.

This PAC Report forms part of the application for construction and operation of Balnespick Wind
Farm and associated infrastructure (hereafter referred to as the ‘Proposed Development’) on land
centred at National Grid Reference NH 86646 29834.

This Report sets out the pre-application consultation undertaken between the Applicant and the
community and relevant consultees prior to the submission of the application to the Scottish
Ministers. It also demonstrates how the feedback gathered has influenced the design of
Balnespick Windfarm.

This application is supported by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIA Report), as
required by The Electricity Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations
2017. The EIA Report has been prepared to assess the potential environmental impacts of the
Proposed Development and accompanies the S36 Application.

The Applicant

The Applicant is a leading developer, owner and operator of renewable energy assets, primarily
onshore wind farms. The Applicant has been developing and operating wind farms in the UK since
the mid 1990’s demonstrating long term commitment to the renewable energy generation market
in Scotland.

With over twenty-five years’ experience in consenting, developing and operating wind farms, Fred.
Olsen Renewables is one of very few developers that take a project all the way from initiation and
development, through to operation and ultimately decommissioning.

Fred. Olsen Renewables is one of the longest standing developers in Scotland. In the UK, Fred.
Olsen Renewables portfolio consists of 258 operational turbines, alongside a further 75 consented.
This combined with projects in Norway and Sweden, brings the organisations total operational
capacity to 804.9 MW — providing enough power for 698,344 UK homes.

Fred. Olsen Renewables was the first developer to bring forward community benefit in Scotland.
To date, Fred. Olsen Renewables has made available over £6 million to eligible communities
surrounding its wind farms and is substantially increasing this investment as new projects come
online.

The Applicant has, across its portfolio, signed more than £920m worth of contracts with Scottish
businesses. £289m of these contracts are related to its Pauls Hill and Rothes Wind Farm
operations in neighbouring Moray, which have also created 142 construction jobs (FTE) and 132
operational and maintenance jobs (PTE).

1 United Kingdom Government (1989). The Electricity Act 1989. Available at WW.Ierlation.on.uk
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During the construction of Balnespick Wind Farm, the Applicant, has committed to maximising
opportunities to involve the local supply chain and support main contractors to spend at least 30%
of the contract value locally.

Fred. Olsen Renewables is a wholly owned subsidiary of Bonheur ASA and is responsible for the
group’s renewable energy activities.

Site Description

The site measures at approximately 1,063 hectares (ha) in size and is located approximately
5km east of Tomatin and 6km north-west of Carrbridge.

The site is located within the administrative boundaries of The Highland Council (THC) and is
located approximately 26km southeast of the administrative centre of Inverness. The site
comprises of upland moor with two fairly prominent hill features, separated by the Allt Loisgte
watercourse.

The location is approximately 15 km north of the Cairngorm Mountains National Scenic Area (NSA)
and is immediately adjacent to the Cairngorms National Park (CNP) boundary. The Monadhliath
wild Land Area (WLA) is approximately 11 km south-west, and the Cairngorm WLA is
approximately 19 km to the south of the proposed development.

There are no designated heritage assets located within the 1km Study Area. The nearest listed
buildings are five Class B and three Class C Listed Buildings which are located southeast within
the 5km Study Area of the site. Seven Scheduled Monuments can also be found within the 5km
radius.

Within the 10 km Study Area a further seven Scheduled Monuments were identified, along with
two Category A Listed Buildings.

Overview of the Proposed Development

Balnespick Wind Farm comprises of nine wind turbines, each with up to a 200m blade tip height,
as well as an associated on-site energy storage facility, and associated access and infrastructure.

The proposed developments generating capacity will total 74.8MW, comprising 64.8 MW in wind
generation, with an additional 20MW of energy storage. The associated infrastructure includes
site access, crane hardstandings and laydown areas, underground cabling, an on-site substation,
battery storage facilities, external transformers, temporary construction compound and two
potential borrow pits.

Purpose of Pre-Application Consultation (PAC)

The Applicant is committed to engaging with and seeking the involvement of local communities
through the development process and understand the value of effective consultation. This PAC
Report explains how consultation undertaken by the Applicant has informed the finalised layout
of the Proposed Development throughout the design iteration process.

This Report supplements the information on engagement provided in the Applicant’s Gatecheck
Report submitted to the Energy Consents Unit (ECU) in September 2024.

PAC Reports are not a legislative requirement for applications made to the Scottish Ministers
under S36 of the Electricity Act 1989. Nevertheless, the Applicant is committed to community
engagement and as such has prepared this PAC Report in line with best practice to provide
information on all activities undertaken to engage with the local community and demonstrate
where local feedback has been considered throughout the design iteratio/rr\of the |Proposed
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Legislative Background

The importance of effective community engagement in the planning process is emphasised through
the introduction of the Community Empowerment (Scotland) Act 20152, which provided a greater
focus on localism and strengthened local voices in decision-making processes.

Part 10 of the Act encourages Scottish public authorities to promote and facilitate the participation
of members of the public in the decisions and activities of the authority, including matters of planning
and development control.

By involving people and communities in local decision-making, the community itself becomes
strengthened and empowered to express their needs to the local authority and therefore the
authority itself can target its budgets more efficiently.

By involving people and communities in local decision-making, the community itself becomes
strengthened and empowered to express their needs to the local authority and therefore the
authority itself can target its budgets more efficiently.

Planning Advice Note 3/2010: Community Engagement

The Scottish Government produced a Planning Advice Note (PAN) on Community Engagement in
20103, which highlights the main purposes of community engagement:

o Community engagement must be meaningful and proportionate; and

o Community engagement must happen at an early stage to influence the shape of plans and
proposals.

The PAN also states that there is an onus on applicants and their agents to comply with the legal
requirements to engage with the community before any application is made for a national or major
development.

Energy Consents Unit: Good Practice Guidance for Applications
under Section 36 and 37 of the Electricity Act 1989

When applying to the ECU, there are expectations for pre-application consultation and engagement
that have been established by the Scottish Government.

Carrying out pre-application consultation with the public is considered good practice and applicants
should engage meaningfully with local communities who may be affected by the development
proposals.

Applicants are expected to hold at least two public consultation events prior to submitting the
application for their proposed development. These public events should give the local community
the opportunity to make comments on the proposals and for their opinions to be voiced. The final

2 Scottish Government (2015). Community Empowerment (Scotland) Act 2015. Available at
www.legislation.gov.uk

3 Scottish Government (2010). Planning Advice Note 3/2010: community engagement. Available at
WWW.QOV.Scot
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consultation event should provide the public with feedback considering their comments and how
they have contributed to the process.

Overview of Stakeholder Consultation

Introduction & Overview

This Chapter sets out the pre-application consultation undertaken by the Applicant with respect
to statutory and non-statutory regulatory authorities and interest groups.

The Applicant, has, throughout the pre-application consultation sought to provide information
and answer questions regarding the proposed development.

In addition, the Applicant has tried to provide context to the application, explaining the rationale
for an application and also sought to explain the relationship between this proposed
development and other proposals in the area.

The Applicant has worked closely with the community to ensure that limited capacity locally has
been considered, and that it is working alongside other developers in the area to succinctly
present information about each proposal.

Throughout the pre-application consultation process the applicant has sought to proactively
share information, address any concerns and answer questions. It is intended that this level of
communication will continue throughout the determination, construction and operational
process.

EIA Scoping

The purpose of EIA Scoping is to provide information on the likely environmental implications of a
Proposed Development and determine the scope and extent of issues to be addressed.

Following the initial THC pre-application process on 23 November 2022, the Applicant wrote to key
stakeholders in November 2022 including NatureScot (NS) and the Scottish Environment Protection
Agency (SEPA) to advise them of the emerging plans for the Proposed Development and
submission of the EIA Scoping Report.

The EIA Scoping Report was subsequently submitted along with a request for an EIA Scoping
Opinion to the ECU in August 2023 and registered under reference ECU00004904.

The scoping layout consisted of nine turbines at 200m tip height.

A Scoping Opinion was issued by the ECU on 13 December 2023 and included responses from the
organisations, outlined in Table 3.1. This provides further detail of consultations undertaken with
relevant regulatory bodies, together with action undertaken by the Applicant in response to
consultation feedback.

Scoping responses were received from the following organisations shown in Table 3.1.

IN< Fred.Olsen Renewables /\\ /‘\



Table 3.1 — EIA Scoping Opinion, Responses Received

Consultee

Aberdeen International Airport Joint Radio Company

BT Group NATS Safeguarding

Cairngorms National Park Authority NatureScot

Crown Estate Scotland Royal Society for the Protection of Birds
(RSPB)

Defence Infrastructure Organisation Scottish Environment Protection Agency
(SEPA)

Edinburgh Airport Scottish Forestry

Glasgow Airport Scottish Water

Glasgow Prestwick Airport Scotways

The Highland Council Scottish Rights of Way and Access Society

Highlands and Islands Airport Limited Strathdearn Community Council

Historic Environment Scotland Transport Scotland

3.2.7 Prior to an application being submitted, there is a two-stage "Gate Check" process. For Gate Check
stage 1, applicants must provide a Gate Check 1 report which sets out the how the applicant is
going to address the matters set out in the scoping opinion in the EIA Report and includes details
on engagement, insofar as who was consulted and how their views were taken forward in the EIA
Report

3.2.8 Details of relevant consultations and the measures taken to address the advice received through
the EIA scoping process have been detailed in the Gatecheck 1 Report submitted to the ECU.
Chapter 4: Approach to EIA provides specific details on where the EIA has responded to the
advice received throughout the scoping process.

3.3 Overview of Consultation & Engagement

3.3.1 The Applicant has been actively engaged with key consultees throughout the Scoping process.
Beyond these formal engagement platforms, the Applicant continued to engage in further
consultation to confirm and agree the scope of technical surveys and approach to the EIA Report.

3.3.2 Since the submission of the Scoping Report the Applicant has undertaken consultation with
multiple organisations. A summary of consultation is provided in Table 3.2 below and detailed
further in Section 4 of this report.

AT s
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Consultee

ECU

6

Table 3.2 — Record of Engagement

30/06/2021

Persons

The Applicant to ECU

Description of

Correspondence

Notification that Applicant is
considering a 9-turbine
wind energy development
and are undertaking a
detailed feasibility
assessment.

20/09/2022

The Applicant to ECU

Notification of application
and request for meeting to
discuss details of the
Proposed Development.
Meeting held on
08/11/2022.

The Highland Council (THC)

26/02/2021

The Applicant to THC

Request for Private Water
Supply (PWS) information.

03/03/2021

THC to the Applicant

PWS register provided

30/06/2021

The Applicant to THC

Notification that Applicant is
considering a 9-turbine
wind energy development
and are undertaking a
detailed feasibility
assessment.

02/09/2022

The Applicant to THC

Notice of application and
request for pre-application
advice.

08/09/2022

The Applicant to THC

Enquiry regarding
availability for a Wind Farm
Design Workshop.

23/11/2022

Applicant, THC, ECU,
SEPA, NS

Pre-application meeting

21/12/2022

THC to Applicant

Issue of Pre-Application
Advice Pack

12/02/2024

The Applicant to THC

Request to arrange a
design workshop with the
THC. THC acknowledged
and forwarded request to
case officer.

26/03/2024

Applicant’s Landscape
Consultant to THC

Consultation and
agreement on proposed
final viewpoint list (refer to
Appendix 1).

02/05/2024

The Applicant to THC

Request to case officer at
THC to arrange a design

\< Fred.Olsen Renewables
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workshop. No response
received to date.

02/05/2024

The Applicant to THC

Query to THC on one of the
statements provided in
THC'’s scoping response.
Request to confirm that the
preapplication service the
Applicant has undertaken
satisfies the requirement for
the Applicant to submit the
proposal for major pre-
application advice as noted
in THC’s scoping response.
No response received to
date.

NS

09/03/2020

Applicant’s
Ecology/Ornithology
Consultant to NS

Request for advice on the
need for goose migration
VP surveys and surveys for
other species, especially
capercaillie, near SPA
forests.

06/04/2020

NS to the Applicant

Advised that Capercaillie
should be a key focus of
surveys due to potential
movement between nearby
SPAs.

08/04/2020

Applicant’s
Ecology/Ornithology
Consultant to NS

Requesting confirmation
that Vantage Point
coverage is suitable.
Response from NS
confirming that Vantage
Point approach seems
reasonable.

11/01/2021

The Applicant to NS

Request for feedback
following completion of first
six months or ornithology
surveys covering the 2020
breeding season. Request
for comments and
recommendations regarding
survey methods and initial
results. Informing NS that
due to limitations on access
to Glenkirk Forest,
capercaillie surveys will not
be possible. Request for
clarification on what type of
information will be required
given limitation.

01/03/2021

NS to the Applicant

Response providing
feedback on ornithology
survey methodology,
including recommendation
for 2nd year of bird survey

IN< Fred.Olsen Renewables




work. Guidance on
surveying capercaillie and
assessment of potential
collision risk provided.

20/04/2021 The Applicant to NS Clarification on points
raised within NS
correspondence with
regards to ornithology and
ecology surveys on
01/03/2021.

14/05/2021 NS to the Applicant Feedback on approach to
bird survey and assessment
of areas where access is
restricted.

26/03/2024 Applicant’s Landscape Highland Council and

NatureScot requests for
Consultant to NS additional L&V viewpoints
and Proposed Dark Sky
Viewpoints.

20/05/2024 NS to the Applicant NS provided feedback on
proposed viewpoint
locations and
photomontages to be
included. Wireline from
Cromdale Hills requested.

03/07/2024 The Applicant to NS Requested wireline from
Cromdale Hills provided.

29/07/2024 NS to the Applicant NS confirmed they were
content for wireline to be
provided from Cromdale
Hills and from Cromdale
Hills and inclusion of a dark
sky hours visualisation from

Craigowrie.
SEPA 04/07/2024 The Applicant’s Request for meeting to
Geology Consultant to discuss and receive
SEPA feedback on design chill
layout.
05/07/2024 SEPA to the Applicant Request for Applicant to

submit plans via email for
SEPA to review and consult
internally.

09/08/2024 Applicant to SEPA Update provided on design
and request for feedback.

28/08/2024 SEPA to Applicant Feedback provided on
infrastructure layout,
particularly regarding track
layout.

IN< Fred.Olsen Renewables /\\ /‘\



04/09/2024 The Applicant to SEPA | Outlining reasons why
current route chosen is
most suitable from an
engineering perspective.

Historic Environment Scotland 29/04/2021 Applicant’s Heritage Introduction to Proposed
(HES) Consultant to HES Development. Request for
comments on any features
within Site or nearby
designated assets that raise
concerns. Offer to meet to
discuss.

03/06/2021 HES to the Applicant Confirmation of review of
consultation materials and
provision of feedback on
recommended scope of
baseline assessment for
Feasibility Study.

11/03/2024 The Applicant to HES Provision of draft wirelines
and request for a meeting
to discuss layout.

02/05/2024 HES to the Applicant Feedback on draft
visualisations provided by
Applicant. Request for
photomontages and
metadata for wirelines

07/05/2024 The Applicant to HES Updated set of wirelines
with metadata information
issued. Request for
feedback on design and
meeting to discuss. HES
advised that they would not
provide detailed comment
until they had received
photomontage
visualisations.

18/07/2024 The Applicant to HES Update on progress with
design and photomontage
photography.

15/08/2024 The Applicant to HES Draft visualisations

provided for requested
heritage assets, including
cumulative wind farm
schemes. Request for
feedback on visualisations
and offer for a meeting to
discuss.

06/09/2024 HES to the Applicant Feedback on the draft
visualisations provided to
HES where HES note that
they are content that Isle of
Moy fottified isldnd
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(SM1231), Banchor cairn
(SM11814), Edinchat cairn
(SM11734) and Ruthven
depopulated township
(SM11901) are unlikely to
experience significant
effects from the Proposed
Development. Request to
discuss relocation of
turbines to reduce impacts
to Lochindorb Castle SM. A
meeting was held on 17
September 2024 to further
discuss the matters raised.
It was agreed sequential
visualisations along the
shore from Lochindorb
would be produced.

3.3.3

3.34

4.1

4.1.1

41.2

4.1.3

4.1.4

4.1.5

4.1.6

As a result of the feedback received during this consultation process and site surveys informing
design, the Applicant has designed Layout E which is shown in Figure 9. In accordance with the
comments received, Layout E was informed by Stage 2 peat probing of the turbine infrastructure
locations. It involves micrositing T2, T3, T5, T6 and T7 to reduce the impacts to peat.

The design evolution of the Proposed Development is summarised in Section 4 of this PAC
Report and is discussed further in Chapter 2. Site Selection and Design of the EIAR.

Community Consultation

Introduction

This section sets out engagement activities undertaken by the Applicant with the local
community, key stakeholders and community groups, including community councils, to inform
the design process.

Community engagement is a key element of the consenting process. At all times, the Applicant
has sought to ensure that the local communities are fully informed of the Proposed Development.

Throughout the pre-application consultation, local stakeholders have been provided with
opportunities to provide comment on the proposals, have been naotified in advance of events and
advised on changes to the proposals or application timeframes.

Communicating information about the project has been at the forefront of engagement and the
Applicant has employed several methods to share information locally. This has included distributing
newsletters to all households within a 10km radius of the wind farm (which was subsequently
increased in response to feedback, to a 10km radius and the Strathdearn Community Council
boundary); creating a dedicated project website (www.balnespickwindfarm.co.uk), attending
meetings and hosting events; and providing information for local newsletters and newspapers. This
has been combined with regular telephone calls, email contact and face-to-face meetings.

The Applicant has always sought to provide a dedicated point of contact — telephone numbers and
email addresses — and encourage residents to get in touch with any queries. The project website
has also provided a useful stream of information about the Proposed Development, events and
background information.

These communication methods will remain in place throughout the determination process and

beyond. /r\
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Community Organisations

The Applicant recognises that the communities closest to the proposals are represented by a
variety of organisations, including community councils.

The Applicant considered the ZTV for the project and identified that the communities within a 10km
radius of the wind farm could be considered as experiencing varying impacts from the project —
such as transport and visual impact.

Therefore, the following community councils were communicated with throughout the pre-
application consultation process included:

Strathdearn Community Council;

Dulnain Bridge Community Council;

Cawdor and West Nairnshire Community Council;
Carrbridge Community Council; and

East Nairnshire Community Council.

It is recognised that Community Councils within the Highland Council area have experienced a
particularly tumultuous period of which there has been limited representatives to enable community
councils to continue. However, the Applicant has sought to continue to inform representatives of all
bodies — despite their operation or not.

In addition, in light of the intermittent presence of community councils during the consultation period,
the Applicant has sought to identify alternative means of communication with local residents and
key community groups. This has included seeking to inform Community Trust representatives, for
instance Carrbridge Ahead.

Ahead of submitting the Scoping Report to the ECU, the Applicant wrote to all community councils
and local stakeholders to advise them of the proposed development and offered a face-to-face
meeting and/or telephone call.

This engagement was supplemented with ongoing one-to-one contact with members of the local
community, neighbours to the site, other groups and key stakeholders, as required.

Throughout the consultation process the Applicant has sought to attend community council
meetings and provide an update on the proposals. This outreach resulted in a telephone call with
the Strathdearn Community Council Chair (September 2023), and subsequent meetings with
Strathdearn Community Council (September, October and December 2023). The Applicant
attended a Strathdearn Community Council meeting in March 2024 and has continued contact with
the community council throughout the pre-application consultation process.

In addition, the Applicant has remained in contact with Dulnain Bridge Community Council
representatives and has sought to update and inform Carrbridge Ahead in the absence of a
constituted community council.

Community Council meetings and conversations have been supplemented with regular written
updates at key project milestones, including invitations and notifications of key events.

The information provided by local groups and gathered through contact with the community councils
helped to shape wider public consultation. Specifically, it helped to guide engagement surrounding
community benefit and also helped to encourage a coalition of developers in the area to collaborate
and agree to align, where possible, on key topics in the future such as community benefit, habitat

management and traffic and transport. This also resulted in the delivery of a/?iffee morning further
ﬂ\ +
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information can be found on this in section 4.7 of this report.

Wider Engagement

Throughout the consultation process, the Applicant has sought to engage the wider community and
local interest groups, as well as interact with key local stakeholders including ward councillors and
local MSPs and MPs.

This contact has included regular written updates on the proposals, invitations, and notifications of
key events. This is in addition to and offering one-to-one meetings throughout the consultation
process.

Supply Chain Engagement

With an established presence in neighbouring Moray, the Applicant already draws on the supply
chain in the Highlands.

The applicants existing wind farms in Moray, have to date, delivered:

£289 million of contracts with Scottish businesses;

142 construction jobs (Full Time Equivalent);

1,422 construction job years (Per Year Equivalent);

73 operational and maintenance jobs (Per Time Equivalent);

£3.1 million funding for the local community throughout the lifespan of the wind farms; and

£141 million contribution to Scottish GVA

Drawing on this local experience, the Applicant will continue to pursue the local supply chain
surrounding Balnespick Wind Farm. Communication surrounding the project has encouraged local
suppliers to register their services with the Applicant and to discuss the opportunities to be involved
in the construction and operation of the Proposed Development.

To support future engagement, the Applicant is a member of the Inverness Chamber of Commerce.
The Applicant intends to work with the Chamber of Commerce to pursue further interaction with
local service providers.

Public Consultation Events

In addition to direct and written engagement with stakeholders, the Applicant held two rounds of
events at pivotal points in the consultation process.

The first series of events were held following the submission of the Scoping Report to the Scottish
Government and were intended to introduce the proposals and provide an opportunity to discuss
the process that the Applicant would be following prior to submission of an application.

The second series of events were held prior to the application submission, seeking to provide further
information on the plans, demonstrate how they had developed and explain how the Applicant had
responded to feedback gathered.

IN{ Fred.Olsen Renewables ﬂ /\\
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Each series of events consisted of two days of events in different locations — Strathdearn and
Carrbridge. The venues were selected for a variety of reasons, including the settlements proximity
to the site — ensuring that the events were convenient for community attendance.

These events were designed to attract local residents and key stakeholders and provided the
opportunity to meet with members of the development team, view the proposals, ask questions and
submit their feedback.

All of the events were advertised through a variety of communication methods. These included:

e An information leaflet / invitation, feedback form and freepost envelope issued to all
households within 10 km of the development site (this 10km radius was amended for
the second exhibition to ensure that included all of the Strathdearn Community Council
boundary

Advertising in The Strathspey and Badenoch Herald and the Inverness Courier in 2023 for the first
consultation events (see Appendix B) as well as in 2024 to advertise the second consultation event
(see Appendix D)

e Social media promotion (see Appendix F)

e Direct engagement with key stakeholders including community councils, ward
councillors, MSPs and MPs (to include a digital poster to share on their own social
media / local noticeboards)

Members of the public unable to attend the events were encouraged to view the materials online at
www.balnespickwindfarm.com. The opportunity to submit questions and request additional
information via email, text and/or by phone was also provided.

First Round of Public Consultation Events — October 2023

For the first round of public exhibitions the applicant considered it important to provide ample
opportunity for local residents and interested parties to view the proposals, meet the team and have
their questions answered.

These exhibitions were held on:
e 34 QOctober 2023: 11 am to 7:30 pm at The Auditorium in Strathdearn; and

e 4% October 2023: 11 am to 7:30 pm at the Carrbridge Village Hall.

The purpose of the exhibition was to introduce the Applicant, outline the initial proposals for the site,
explain the forthcoming consultation process and gather feedback. The exhibition materials were
also available online, alongside a mechanism by which to provide feedback. The exhibition
materials are included in Appendix B.

Visitors to the events were able to speak to members of the team, have their questions answered
and provide their feedback — either at the event, online or by post.

The first community consultation event was well attended. A total of 53 feedback forms were
completed. A summary of the feedback received is shown in Table 4.1.

The feedback revealed that 77% of respondents supported the proposals, 11% did not support and
10% were unsure.

1
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Table 4.1 — Summary of written feedback from first consultation event

Feedback Question Public Responses

Yes No Unsure
Do you agree that there | 47 3 1
is a need to generate
more renewable
energy?
Do you support our
proposals? 41 6 5
Do you have any initial 22 20 5
comments or questions
on the proposal
presented?
Comments/Questions? How does the proposed community contribution compare with other

recent schemes in the area?

What would be the community benefit associated with the project?
Would this project benefit communities with regards to costs of
electricity?

| strongly support onshore wind farms and personally | think that they
enhance the tourism experience

Would local schools (Carrbridge and Strathdearn) benefit from the
project?

How does the proposed community contribution compare with other
recent schemes in the area?

Do you have any ideas
or suggestions as to
how we can shape the
community benefit
offering to make it more
appropriate to the local
area?

Would like to see the immediate local area benefit from the community
fund rather than a larger project in Inverness. Would like to see a
community benefit that reaches every member of our community such
as a community domestic hot water scheme or lower electricity costs
for the village.

Help with electric bills.

I am director of Carrbridge Ahead, a local community company and
recipient of funds from Tom Na Clach. We would be interested in
exploring ways to target benefit at addressing fuel poverty

Supporting young people of the area, developing pathways for young
people to get into the renewable sector. Also supporting by keeping the
young people employed locally | |

s
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Put electricity car charging points around the village - at present only
have ones by community centre. If we are to move the renewable
energy for our cars too we need better access.

Any further comments Please review your proposals with a view to reducing the visual impact

as seen from Carrbridge. This may mean moving them north and/or
reducing the height of the machines at the southernmost locations I've
noted above.

Are there any plans to generate hydrogen with the surplus electricity
generated overnight when the grid demand is lower? Would like to see
homes in the village benefitting from battery storage systems charged
by the surplus energy the wind farm generates at night or when grid
demand drops.

How do | go about getting grants for batteries for my PV?

Company to make sure that everyone in the community is informed as
to how this money is spent and ensure there inclusive and transparent
decision making

4.6
4.6.1

4.6.2

4.6.3

46.4

4.6.5

4.6.6

4.6.7

46.8

46.9

Second Round of Public Consultation Events

The second round of public exhibitions were held ahead of the application submission. It was
intended that these events would demonstrate how the plans had evolved, and any changes made
in response to feedback gathered during the pre-application consultation process. The events also
provided the opportunity to have further questions answered and to comment on the plans.

Further to discussions with the local community and feedback at the first round of public consultation
events, the leaflet for the exhibitions (distributed to local households to encourage attendance)
included additional information on the opportunities presented by the community benefit associated
with the development.

A survey was included within the leaflet, asking for views on the community benefit and how local
residents felt that this could be shaped. A summary of this is included in Table 4.2.

The Applicant is committed to continuing discussions with local residents regarding their aspirations
for community benefit. However, at this stage, there is a strong preference locally for an electricity
discount scheme or the delivery of an energy efficiency scheme to support a reduction in energy
consumption.

The exhibition materials were also available online throughout the events, alongside mechanisms
by which to feedback. The exhibition materials can be found in Appendix D.

The events were scheduled to take place across two days. The timing of the events had been
altered following the first round to ensure that the team were able to capture local footfall.

These events were held:
e 27™ August 2024: 12 noon to 8 pm at The Auditorium in Strathdearn; and
e 28 August 2024: 11 am to 6 pm at the Carrbridge Village Hall.

The second public consultation events were also well attended and 17 feedback forms were
completed. A summary of the feedback received is shown in Table 4.2.

The feedback revealed that 71% of respondents supported the proposals, 23% did not support and

6% were unsure. /r\
/\\ /‘\
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Table 4.2 — Summary of written feedback from second consultation event

Feedback Questions Public Responses

Yes No Unsure

Do you agree that
there is a need to
generate more
renewable energy?

12 3 2

Do you support our
proposal?

12 4 1

Do you have any initial
comments or
guestions on the
proposal presented?

Comments/Questions?

Positive development for our area.

| support any form of natural resources in supporting local and national
needs.

Regarding the route...to the site through the...on the A938 The surface
from the 20mph is in bad shape. | should like it resurfaced before started
and checked over afterwards.

Is there a case for installing more than 9 turbines?

How are you going to link cash benefits to adding value to public
services?

Do you have any ideas
or suggestions as to
how we can shape the
community benefit
offering to make it
more appropriate to
the local area?

Individuals to apply directly to fund with receipted expenses annually.
Extracurricular energy and educational projects by local groups

Collaborate with public sector and hospitality sector to resource
sustainable housing.

Make our electric cheaper. Give money to affordable housing.

No strong views on community benefit

The winter can be quite long and drawn out in Tomatin. | think a scheme
that lowers energy costs for residents would be a great way to help
residents. As it must be awful to go through a winter worrying about
heating costs.

Any further
comments?

I live next to 13 turbines and they are unsightly. The moors should be
devoid of them and the noise is bad.

This will also be visible from the A9, affecting the views for tourism to the
Highlands and in particular the upcoming Tomatin Trading development
site in the village.

Strathnairn community benefit fund operates well (previously we lived in
the catchment)

Maybe donating a log splitter to the community or something similar that
locals could all borrow during the year would benefit a lot of people.

Remove the top 4 turbines (Carn lain Ruaidh) A 200m turbine near the
summit at around 615m altitude is disproportionate

thank you for your consideration

B
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Initially my concerns
are:

1. How this development contributes to all other proposed developments
for wind farms. I'm confused as to what has been developed, extended,
received consent, is proposed, is pre planning, in the pipeline all with
separate community benefits and environmental impact assessment /
conservation reports. There is no overall contextualising of how these
schemes will be parts of the sum of the whole.

2. Unknown connection route or visual impact of consequential network
infrastructure if scheme consented this being subject to an SSEN
application. This needs to be known now to help consider overall
impacts.

3. Real concern at visual impact to the north of Carrbridge on what is an
ancient and un broken natural horizon. Impact at sunsets and CAA
aviation red lights at night giving an urban night scape.

4. As above for 2&3 above for neighbouring proposed wind farms with
same impact - sum of the whole as all applications potential consented.
It's just confusing to try and understand or piece together.

5. Impact of access from A9 or Dava Moor at time of approved
infrastructure upgrade to A9.

6. Environmental impact to bird life - in context of all neighbouring
extensions, approvals, proposals - again ‘sum of parts of the whole’

7. Proximity to Strathnethy communities and the Cairngorms National
Park. Visual impact from the Cairngorm Massif.

8. Community benefits - highest Standing Charges in UK but no benefit
from wind farm development and proposed heights with associated
impact advised required to maximise energy generation and exporting
to households and to cheapest uk areas. Contributions seem to be
multiple and confusing amongst all developers. Community energy
contributions should be 100% or more as % of feed in to grid.

9. Concern at difficulties of existing supplier grid connections and
payments to not to contribute to grid after development giving sense of
confusion and perceived post development lack of accountability to
communities.

Overall | object to this development currently on basis of where it sits
with all other proposals being pursued by individual investing institutions
and developers in proximity to one of the most protected and sensitive
landscape environments within the UK and Europe,

T
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Ongoing Engagement

In what is thought to be a first-of-its-kind initiative, the Applicant is working with the other
developers involved in wind farm proposals in the local area. They have been collaborating to
provide opportunities for the local community to engage with all proposals in a friendly, informal
setting. Ensuring that everyone can access clear, transparent information at the same time.

The Applicant, alongside the other developers arranged a community coffee morning at the
Strathdearn Hub, from 10am — 12noon on Saturday 30" November. Advertisements for this event
were published by a post on the Applicants Facebook profile on the 121" November 2024 (see
Appendix F).

The event was intended to make it easy for residents to engage with the developers, understand
each projects progress and get up-to-date information on each proposal prior to an application
submission.

It is the intention of the Applicant to continue to pursue collaborative working opportunities with
other developers in the local area — identifying how they can align on subjects including
community benefit, habitat enhancement and traffic and transport.

Design lterations

Summary of Design Iterations

The layout of the Proposed Development has been an iterative process which started in 2019, each
time taking into consideration information gathered at the site or comments from consultees, as well
as the professional judgement of technical experts.

Since the submission of the EIA Scoping Report and the receipt of the EIA Scoping Opinion the
Applicant has undertaken design iterations to maximise the capacity of the Proposed Development
while minimising the environmental impacts.

Chapter 4: Approach to EIA of the EIA Report also provides specific details on where the
EIA has responded to advice and comments received from the EIA Scoping process. Chapter
2. Site Selection and Design provides further information on the overall rationale behind the
deign evolution.

Turbine Layout

An initial design layout was developed through a desk-based study, the design comprised 29
turbines and sought to maximise wind yield. After further desk-based and on-site research, including
peat depth surveys, landscape visual reviews and consideration of environmental constraints the
initial design evolved. From the data gathered, the final design of a nine turbine layout with tip height
of 200 m has been chosen with micrositing done to several of the turbines to minimize impacts on
peat. Chapter 2: Site Selection and Design of the EIAR discusses this in further detail.

The main iterations are described below within Table 5.1 and shown on Figure 8. These iterations
have taken into consideration the existing tracks and on-site environmental and engineering
constraints to reduce the impacts on the wider landscape and avoid watercourses and sensitive
habitats. The current Proposed Development Layout is shown on Figure 9.

1
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Table 5.1 — Design lterations to date

No. Turbines

Description

A (Figure 8)

29

Nov 2020

Initial turbine layout, comprising 29
turbines and seeking to maximise wind
yield. This layout was informed through
a ‘Gate B’ feasibility assessment,
including a landscape and visual
review, peat probing surveys and
consultation with NS and the
Cairngorm National Park (CNP).

B (Figure 8)

23

April 2021

T1,T2,T3,T4, T7 & T28 excluded from
initial assessment due to being outside
of the turbine development area The
turbine  development area was
established following the initial
landscape and visual review.

C (Figure 8) Scoping
Layout

2021

Following a ‘Gate C’ feasibility
assessment which involved detailed
consideration of environmental
constraints identified through
observations on site and desk-based
background information, a 9-turbine
layout was produced, largely driven by
landscape and visual assessment.
This layout, with an associated on-site
battery energy storage system (BESS),
was taken forward for Scoping in 2023,
with a maximum tip height of 200 m.
Turbine numbers were renumbered
from T1-T9 to avoid confusion.

D (Figure 8)

April 2024

Micrositing of T2, T3 T5, T6, T8, and
T9 to shallower areas of peat based on
Stage 1 100 m grid peat probing data.
Access route via B9007 was taken
forward. New access track to connect
the site to the existing track between
Tom nan Clach Wind Farm and the
B9007 produced. This layout was
considered a ‘design chill’

E (Figure 9)

July 2024

During a design meeting with the EIA
Technical Team, T2, T3, T5, T6 and T7
were microsited to avoid areas of
deeper peat using ;fgge leeat
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probing data completed on the design
chill layout. T1 and T4 moved to areas
with greater wind yield. Access route
from Tom nan Clach was microsited to
avoid areas of deeper peat where
possible following peat survey of
previous route in design chill. This
layout is the current Proposed
Development layout.

6. Community Benefit

6.1.1

6.1.2

6.1.3

6.1.4

6.1.5

6.1.6

6.1.7

6.1.8

The Applicant is focussed on ensuring that its wind farms are an asset to the local area, supporting
the local economy and helping the local community to realise its ambitions. Every year the applicant
provides over £600,000 to eligible communities surrounding its wind farms, amounting to more than
£7m to date.

The Proposed Development would deliver a community benefit package of £5,000 per MW of
installed capacity (index linked). This would be for the 35-year lifetime of the project,
approximately £324,000 per year — almost £10m in a 35-year period.

The Applicant is committed to working closely with the communities surrounding the wind farm to
ensure that the community benefit can help to address identified local challenges. Strathdearn
and Carrbridge are both communities very experienced in the management and delivery of
community benefit funds. In addition, it is apparent from the feedback gathered throughout the
pre-application consultation process that there are many strong feelings locally about the delivery
of any community benefit funding.

In response to feedback from the local community, the applicant committed to undertaking
consultation locally, in advance of an application, to understand the wider views of the community
to ensure that any future community benefit fund can help to support their aspirations.

Information relating to the opportunities for community benefit were included, in detail, in the
leaflet which was delivered to households locally ahead of the second round of public exhibitions.
This information explained a variety of options, including:

e Creating a community benefit fund that is managed locally and compliments existing
funds in operation;

e Delivering a Local Energy Discount Scheme;

e Creating a Home Energy Efficiency Programme; and

o Delivering something entirely new — decided by local residents

Accompanying the information was a survey asking a series of questions about preferences for
uses relating to the community benefit fund. The findings are presented in Table 6.1.

It is anticipated that the Applicant, should the project be consented, will work with the local
communities to bring forward a community benefit fund that helps to support a sustainable
community deliver their own aspirations.

The Applicant acknowledges that community benefit is only one economic and social driver of an

application and has been exploring the ways by which it can contribute tOﬂFjs the delivery of a
/‘\ /‘\
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sustainable Highland economy. This is presented in detail in Chapter 13: Socio-economics,
Tourism and Recreation of the EIAR and includes:

e Exploring the potential to construct a private wire of electricity to Tomatin Distillery —
supporting the operations to reduce cost, improve sustainability and continue to operate
economically; and

¢ Joining the Highland Tourism Community Interest Company as a sponsor of its Highland
Renewables Activity.

Overall, the Application and its associated benefits focus on achieving a lasting legacy for the local
community and the Highland economy.

Table 6.1 — Summary of responses to community benefit survey

Question Public Response

Q1

Yes No Unsure

Would you like to see 13 10 1
a community benefit
fund designed to
complement existing
funding?

Any Comments Depends on what the funds will be used for

If it includes new initiatives - local energy discount scheme and energy
efficiency programme. If not no

If the wind farm is unavoidable

It is frittered away on grandiose schemes

Should be a supplement to existing schemes already in area and be
designed to have minimal extra admin for those managing/applying

no because the benefit money is currently administered by ‘our
community' company who operate behind closed doors and do not
represent the community

The money would be best suited to being distributed to households
individually to help with energy bills (gas, electric or for solar panels or
improvements to their home)

We have two children locally at school primary age and would benefit
greatly from grand fund assistance for them to attend local activities with
expenses attached to them, sports, music lessons, arts, child care and
extra curricular

IN{ Fred.Olsen Renewables /\\ /‘\
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Cancel as visual affects us badly

Combine both community benefit fund (25%) and energy discount
scheme (75%)

Definitely not as we have difficulty in using up our existing funding

There is an already existing community benefit fund and infrastructure
as a result of Tom Nan Clach windfarm. It would not need any new
structures other than an additional element of booking by Carrbridge
Ahead.

Discount on electricity bills

The community has more money floating around its bank account than
it knows what to do with. Only certain people seem to benefit. A better
use of funds would be much more beneficial to most if it was direct to
individual houses to help with oil/gas/electricity bills.

Q2

Yes No Unsure

Would you like to see
an energy discount
scheme delivered
locally?

25

Any Comments

More benefit to all households equally

If the wind farm is unavoidable

That would be of a true benefit

Extend the radius to 20km. Make sure application to join is simple. Bring
into effect from project commencement not completion as folk deserve
compensation for construction related disruption.

The Community Council has had lots of funding over the years and |
think its about time the local residents benefited directly.

Great initiative to help local people working and children in school locally
and despite having two jobs due to the cost of the living increases very
much feel the impact of energy costs.

This would be more suitable use of windfarm money delivered direct to
residents

Energy prices remain high & winter temperatures are lower in the area
so an energy discount scheme for all residents would be of benefit.

see above
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Q3

Yes No Unsure

Would you like to see
an energy efficiency
scheme delivered
locally?

21 2 4

Any Comments

More sustainable for the longer run compared to an energy discount
scheme. However as | live in a new build, not of that much value to
myself

If this is in addition to energy discount scheme. Yes. No otherwise.

If the wind farm is unavoidable

Adgain keep application process simple. Make available to all regardless
of income status

This might help lots of households

Not to get permission as bribe

Open to everyone, not just means tested top ups. As previous,
everybody will be visually impacted by the wind farm and ongoing
operations and maintenance

National schemes seem to be an 'all or nothing' option whereas a local
scheme could be more flexible enabling local traders to deliver what a
household agrees to

Means tested

Q4

Locally Regionally Both

Where would you like
to see a community
benefit fund delivered?

23 2

Any Comments

Could see the possibility of the three Straths joining together to create
projects for the community that don’t overlap. E.g. Funding for arts/music
as joint project workshops over the summer period, learning new
instrument or painting or singing for adults and children

All communities impacted should have access to funds

Not at all cancel project

Local impact therefore local decision making similar to Hadyard Hill W/F
Community Fund. Local improvements (5G masts, DAB Radio coverage

and other local shortfalls) |
|

5

B
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Impact local residents in the area

To individual households

Q5 1 2 3
Can you please rank | Energy 3 14 6
the following in order of | Efficiency
importance to you with | Scheme
1 being the most
important and 3 being | Energy 17 3 2
the least? Discount
Scheme
Community 3 5 11
Benefit Fund
Other

Q5

Do you have any other
ideas for utilising the
community benefit
from Balnespick Wind
Farm?

Consider creating a local energy efficiency officer role to help folk access
funds. Install public EV chargers.

Maybe the chance for young school leavers to gain employment as
trainee technicians or similar with local wind farms

Our electric use is high because we have just bought an electric car to
replace high emission cost diesel car. However, despite us both working
due to increases in cost of living, household costs are high and enything
that can be offered to alleviate this would be of great value and
appreciated at this time. We are just about to pay for charge point
installation for an EV. Although from an energy and environmental
perspective this is the right thing to do compared to continuing to run
diesel or petrol cards there is no grant application scheme to help with
high installation costs in highland for people living and working locally.

See comments above. Subsidise and enable local investment. 5G
Blackspots, telephone blackspots, Community Resilience Funding -
snow, power cuts, village hall, hotel, catering, warm centres

Tree planting (indigenous), planted strategically to absorb and dissipate
noise from the turbines

T
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7.Summary and Conclusion

7.1.1

7.1.2

7.1.3

7.1.4

The Applicant has carried out meaningful engagement and appropriate times with key
stakeholders regarding the Proposed Development. Successful community consultation and
information events were held where feedback on the proposals was gathered, analysed, and
taken into consideration.

The final layout has been directly informed by this consultation and a robust design iteration
process, exemplified by the reduction in the number and height of turbines across the site.

As with any development, a balance needs to be struck in terms of the ability to incorporate
suggested comments received during PAC, whilst being able to bring forward a viable and
deliverable proposal. The potential effects on the surrounding area were identified as a
fundamental design consideration during consultation and the Applicant is committed to
addressing any impacts via the implementation of mitigation measures as set out in the EIA
Report.

From the outset, the Applicant has undertaken comprehensive and inclusive consultation and
has sought to ensure that all those with an interest in the proposals have had an opportunity to
review and comment through appropriate and varied channels. The Applicant is committed to
ongoing engagement and consultation with key stakeholders throughout all phases of the
development process.

1
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Balnespick Wind Farm
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Gatecheck Report

Balnespick Wind Farm

" Fred. Olsen Renewables
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Appendix A: Project Website

Balnespick Wind Farm

K _Fred. Olsen Renewables and Communities

Project key stats

9 200m 64.8MW 10MW

Number of turbines Turbine height (to tip) Wind capacity Battery storage
35years £324,000
Operating period Annual communi 'ty benefit

FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PROJECT CAN BE FOUND HERE
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Our Proposals

We are proposing to develop
Balnespick Wind Farm, which
is located 5.6km to the east
of Tomatin and 6.6km north-
west of Carrbridge.

We have been undertaking a range ( f consultation with loca
residents and statutory consuitees. This has involved two rounds of
public events - gathering feedback that will, alongside the results of

our technical assessments, inform the final design of the wind farm

W Carrbridge o I
AS 4 8 .
B0al : Garten
]
VIEW CURRENT DOCUMENTATION = Ao
Googlévirmore

Keyboard shoreuts | Map date £2024 imagery $2024 TeraMetsics | Terma | Report a map errer

plication to the Scottish Government In late

ents and stakeholders of

our application s sion and work closely with them throughout

the determination process

N< Fred.Olsen Renewables /‘\
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Community

We want to work with the communities closest to the wind farm
to ensure that the community benefit package can be designed
to support ongoing initiatives and address identified local
challenges, such as:

Y

Fuel Poverty Energy Efficiency Connectivity

T

N< Fred.Olsen Renewables
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Supply Chain

Our projects, to date, have delivered:

£791 = 942

million of contracts signed with Construction jobs

Scottish businesses g I (Full Time Equivalent)

We always seek to employ "o 2

Iocal Services during the Supporting our contractors to spend up to 30% of the contract value C’ 5 4 2 3 1 7 7
; locally y

CO nSt rUCtlon and Incentivising all contractors to use local content P N—

O pe rat i 0 n Of OU r Wi nd Services that we have previously employed include: e B (Per Time Equivalent)

fa rmS = he I pl ng tO Local accommodation

maximise local economic Plant hire
opportunities. Caterers £15.4

Groundworks

Operational & Maintenance
Construction Job Years

£102 ®

million funding for the local million contribution to
Fencers community throughout the Scottish GVA
Concrete and aggregate lifespan of our wind farms

Our projects, to date, have delivered:

T

< Fred.Olsen Renewables
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Document Library

E Site location E Site layout

Scoping report All scoping documents

B Exhibition Poster (Oct '23) B Exhibition Boards (Oct '23)

B Leaflet (Oct'23)

B Exhibition Brochure (Oct '23)

Exhibition Leafiet (August '24) B Exhibition Boards (August '24)

E Exhibition Brochure (August '24) E Community Benefit Feedback Form (Aug' '24)

N Fred.Olsen Renewables
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Latest News

Last week, pupils from Strathdearn Primary
School in Tomatin joined the Fred. Olsen
Renewables team and experlenced an
exciting educational visit to Rothes Wind
Farm

Leading independent renewable energy Residents from across Strathspey attended
producer, Fred. Olsen Renewables will be events held in October in Tomatin and
returning to Tomatin and Carrbridge on the Carrbridge to learn more about the proposals
27th and 28th August to display plans for to develop Balnespick Wind Farm, S5km

15 October 2024 6 August 2024 23 November 2023

N Fred.Olsen Renewables
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Get in Touch

We would like to hear your views on our proposals and answer any questions you might have.

Please get in touch and speak to one of our project team.

CALLUS = EMAILUS =

Timeline

August 2023 September 2023 Early 2024 2024
SCOPING SUBMISSION PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS APPLICATION SUBMISSION

We have submitted a Scoping Report to the Scottish Government Energy Consents Unit (ECU) (August 2023). This describes our proposals

and invites the views of consultees on the scope of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA).

VIEW SCOPING REPORT =

N Fred.Olsen Renewables
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Appendix B: Round 1 of Public Consultation Advertisements

Newspaper Advertisement: 2023

By John Davidson

e ot arapenacis o0

IVE years ago | visited
Ousdale Broch on a wild
walk along the John
O'Groats Trall between
Helmsdale and Berriedale, one of
the most exciting stretches of that
moute.
What a lot has changed in that
time! Back in 2018, the remains
af the brochs walls were bulging
d in danger of collapse, while
2 decades.ald rowan tee was
‘growing sideways through the
stonewark.
The pach that got us there wasn't
much of a path. It led alang the

ald Ord Road which was designed
in 1802 for horse- drawn carriages,

maors to reach the lonely broch
Now a newly butlt path leads
you from the modern AS down
10 the Iron Age structure, thanks
in 0o small part 10 the Calthness
Broch Project
The broch project Is a
Scattish charity dedicated to
the promation, preservation
and canservation of Caithness
archacology and heritage sites
Ithas grand plans 1o build a full
skze replica broch and ks clase

inIron Age crafis. I's an exciting
and ambitious plan, but what a
fantastic vistan 10 have - and the
determination 1o see the idea
through ta frultion s clearly there
1was interested to see what they
had done t the beoch at Ousdale
because, as well as o croaiog the
path and car parkin;
Broch ftclf had been mmn««
by the charizy, 100,
On the shart walk down 1o

e bruch, there are a series
N of

10 sedecting a suitable site in
Calthness.

The wark would be doae using
traditianal methods as closely
as possible, to help Increase the
understanding of how these
incredible structures were made.

coming a premier

visitor attraction, it will also give

la\r.n.lnl},, facts ot just about the
broch and its renoration by
about the history of the area
The path crosses the former
Ord Road, and the old horse-and
carriage route can be clearty seen
in fact. the John O'Groats Trail
south from here still follows that
raute to enter Sutherland

an nsight o the pas and ofer

emplayment and skills training The crossing of the Ord is

66

The path crosses the
former Ord Road,
and the old horse-
and-carriage route

- designed in 1802 -
can be clearly seen.

then diverted off through the

Balnespick Wind Farm

VIEW THE PLANS | LEARN ABOUT THE PROPOSALS | HAVE YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED

www baleespickwindlarm.couk () communitiessfredolsen.com (% 07435763900

We are proposing to develop Balnespick Wind Farm, which is located
5.6km to the east of Tomatin and 6.6km north-west of Carrbridge.

described as an “emotional
experience for Caithnessians”
and is one that has clearly been a
challenge for road builders aver
the las few centuries

Further down the path you
reach the remains of Borg village,
which was buile with stane taken
from the ruined broch. The
remains of nes can
be seen amoag the thick heather
and a stile leads into the field for
anybody interested in taking a
closer look.

This crofting community was
dleared In the early 19th century,
like so many others. Those with
an adventurous spirit might be

Wi 220 a1 the very carly stages of ow
osals and we
Tosdback that wil help
design of the w
The Auditorium,
The Strathdearn, Tomatin,
W13 7YN

Carrbridge Village Hall,
Main Street, Carrbridge,
PH23 3AA

N\ Fred.Olsen Renewables

A Gigital reconstruction for the propesed Caithaess replica broch.

Fred.Olsen Renewables
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Reduce, return,
recycle — how you
can play your part

VER the next
20 years, itis
estimated that

Health
Matters

By Dr Kate Arrow

Scotland will increase by
ane-fifth. Over the same
periad, the consequences
af climate change will make
life increasingly diffscule quarter of the NHS mrbml
foc communities acrass the lmqnm. and cost £
world. illion per year in Seotand.
We want 10 support our Evidence shows that around
community 1o live half of medicines are not
and healthy lives, while taken as prescribed and one
minimising our impact o in 10 medh‘lnn prescribed

Medicines make up a

-

up & quarter of
Scotiand.

d cost £1.9 billion per year In

Every one of us has the
power to reduce this waste
and save our vizal resoarces.
Here are three steps you
can take to support us

waste and harm to our
environment:
duce

Remember it is always
OK to ask. Contact your
GP surgery or pharmacist
if: you are unsure of what
medicines you take or »\l\\
they have be

the planet. To achicve this,
we must radically change
the way we prevent, manage
and treat disease.

We knaw that there are
many ‘simple’ things we
can da o Emprove our

health. In practice, exercise,
heakhy eating and quitting
unbealthy habits, can be
difficult for many people
and require time and
support. Many diseases can
be prevented or improved
through lfestyle changes,
but medicines are often
needed to treat liness or
help manage long term
conditions.

phaml.\un unused.

These retumed medicines
are incinesated at a cost of
£700 per tanne and a CO2
equivalence of 6000 car
journeys around the warld.

In Scotland, araund
‘one tonne of medicines Is
callected from communicy
pharmacies per day and
incinerated at a cost of

These returned

medicines are

Hhoprs % 000 per year

incinerated at a cost This is in addition 1o

of £700 per tonne and | the initial cost of buying,

a CO2equivalence | prescribing and dispersing
0f 6000 car journeys | B¢ medicne

around the world.

onagine wht e this
money could be speat on?

you are stll receiving a
medicine which you no

langer take or would like 10
stop.

m« will be able ta
discuss the benefits, risks
and aktematives 1o your
medicines as well as what
he happen if you do
nothing/stop taking them.
Same medicines are vital
to keeping you healthy so
you should always talk to 3
health professianal before
stopping them. There are
many services available
acvoss Highland which can

your health and reduce the
need for medicines thraugh
supparted activity and
lifestyle changes. You can
register for a virmual
one advice service with the
Active Health Link Workers
at Velocity Calé in laverness
atwww.velocitylove.cauk;
projects/ activehealt
Return

All unused and oat.of.
date medicines should
be recurned to your
community pharmacy
£mpty inhalers should also
be recumed to a pharmacy
as they release harm#ul
gases when left in landfill. |
is impartant that you never
flush medicines dawn the
totlet as these can end up in
our water supplies. This s
dangerous for ocean marine
and plant life and can mean
that these medicines enter
our food chaln.
Recycle

We are woeking within
NHS Highland 1o Increase
what we can recycle. At

present you can recycle all

packaging which comes
with medicines. Remember
to remove o¢ blank out any
confidential Informatian.
Same pharmacies will
recycle empty blistes
packs but this is only being
trialled In some large
resailers at peesent. You can
also recycle same (nsulin
pens by post by fallawing
the advice here: www.pen
cycle.couk

Itis easy to feel powerless
when we see the impact
of dimate change and d
increasing pressures on
our health and social care
service. Ensuring you fully
understand the benefits,
risks and alternatives to the
treatments and medicines
you are affered is the most
powerful step you can take
to reduce unnecessary or
unwanted tterventions
and their inherent climate
cost.
® Dr Kate Arrow s a
consaltant anaesthetist
and realistic medicine
clinical lead at NS

support you to improve

]
Balnespick Wind Farm

VIEW THE PLANS | LEARN ABOUT THE PROPOSALS | HAVE YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED

www baleespickwindfam.co.uk  (J) communitiesafradolsen.com (3 07435763300

We are proposing to develop Balnespick Wind Farm, which is located
5.6km to the east of Tomatin and 6.6km north-west of Carrbridge.

2 the very sarly stages of
pesals and we e working 1o gathe
1 wit heip 10 ieform the
inad design of the wind
Ve ae holding ta
willba able te:

[r—

md. Phease
Carrbridge Village Hall,
eet, Canrbridge.

PH23 3AA

X' Fred.Olsen R

THE GLASGOW
PHOENIX CHOIR

Seotish Charity SC 002904

HIGHLAND RESIDENCY 2023

STRATHPEFFER
The Pavilion - IV14 9DW
Friday 22 September 8.00pm

Tickets: £12.50 / £10 Cone.
Guests EADARAIN: Dingwall &
Inverness Gaelic Choirs

ELGIN

St Giles Church - IV30 1DS
Saturday 23 September 2.30pm
Tickets: £10
INVERNESS
Ness Bank Church - IV2 4SA
Sunday 24 September 2.30pm
Tickets: £10

All proceeds to Marie Curie
Concert Sponsored by Ark Estates
From usual outlets, at the Door, or
on line at www.wegottickets.com

the paper and candboard i)

BLYTHSWORDS
For we brought nothing
into the world, and we
can take nothing out of it.
1 Timothy 6:7
Nothing, nada, zilch. It's
not what you leave with,

s who you leave with
blythswords@blythswood.org
Christian care for
body & soul

Jobs North offera the best senice
for empioyers recruitment agencies
ard job seckers searching for jobs in

Ioverness, Highland snd Maray

Visit - jobs-northcouk
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Msir McARan.

McAllan
votes
against
Ewing

TRANSPORT sccretary
Malri McAllan has
admitted that she voted
for Fergus Ewing to be
suspended from the
over rebelling agalnst

the party, with the pair at
loggerheads with aver the
A9 dualling

‘The SNP’s Haolyrood
group voted 48 for,
nine against with four
abstentlons to suspend Mr
Ewing for one week, which
will come into effect after
14 days if there Is no
appeal.

Now despite the party
coasidering the lssue
an internal disciplinary
matter, Ms McAllan told
the BBC when asked how
she voted. Ms McAllan
started to answer before
changing tack, saying:
“Idon't think It Is fatr

to ask us to... In full
transparency, yes | did.

“It is something |
certalnly would expect
to be the outcome if |
had done what Fergus
did, of course | wouldn’t.
it Is part of a normal
party mechanism in 3
democratic system.”

Ms McAllan revealing
her vote leaves the SNP's
H ind MSPs in an

whward pasition after
refusing to speak on the
matter.

Skye, Lochaber and
Badenoch MSP Kate
Farbes stood with Mr
Ewing last night and that
is being read as a sign of

Roddick explained that
she believes: “Discipline Is
an internal matter for the
SNP Holyrood group. Out
of respect for both parties,
Emma will not breach the
privacy of the process”

While a spokeswoman
for Maree Todd said:
“Marce will not be
commenting on internal
party matters”

‘I will not
be gagged
in any way’

By Scott Maclennan

ikt mchie uaptenda i1 4

A DEFIANT Fergus Ewing
has told The Inverness
Caurier that * 1 will not be
gagged in any way, 1 will car
ryon

He was speaking afier the
SNP Halyrod group voted
to suspend him for rebel
ling against the party line 10
back Greens minister Lorna
Shater

That the lnverness and
Nairn MSP would not bow
to the whips was appar
ent minutes aftes he was

uspended on Wednesday
night when he announced
that the SNP used to pat
tland first but “this is no
@er the case”

Mr Ewing described the
meeting as “pretty uncom
forable, tense and at dmes
1 felt peesty unpleasant actu
ally” - but he was nat with
out support as nine voted
against  suspensi four
abstalned but 48 backed his
punishmer

But following the state
ment he released, it may be
SNP bosses who are feeling
“unpleasant” and regret not
taking Kate Foches’ advice 1o
be “extrordinarily careful?

Mr Bwing tore into the
foundation aof
the party over ix beoken
promises and said the big
gest mistake in the SNPs
history was choosing Humza
Yousal over Ms Forbes.

He spoke about haw he
was “proud” 1o back
structure  projects  across
Scottand  because: *1 had
absolute confidence that
the commitments made to
the AS and the A% would
ako be met and that the
Highlands would have our
day i the infrastriscrure
sun. That administration
would Indeed have kept
faith with the Highlands™

He then asked what, as an
MSE, he is supposed to do
when promises are broken.
“Am | to pretend
promises were never made
or to gull my constituents

into thinking they have
been treated faldy when
they clearly have not?

*Or am 1 rather to speak
out fearlessly and apply the
same pressure which has al
ready junked the bottle re
tum scheme and the dam.
aging fishing proposals to
the madcap boller ban and
honouring pledges on our
vital roads

*I choase w defend my
constituents and let the
cards fall as they will”

In an extensive interview
with The Inverness Courier,
ing made it clear that
jection to Ms Slates
was based on the Depo
Return Scheme being one
of the worst palicies since
devolustion - he has sat in
the parliament since it was
reconvened by his mother
Winnie Ewing in 1999,

‘It cost Scotland EB6
million at least, the pub
lic purse lost abowt €8
million from the Scottish
Invest Bank and it
was universally opposed
by businesses - believe it or
not | had 41 meetings with
businesses over two years,’
he said

Sa far, Mr Ewing has made
no decision about his future
but would ke the next two
weeks to think it ox

an appeal against
the suspension.

He said: "Ome of the
things that doesn’t matter
at all is the personal fate
of Fergus Ewing but what

deeply, if we are 1o have a
Parliament that is worthy of
then the members
arliament cannot

hip.

*I'am going to take some
time to reflect on what |
next over the next 14
ws but be assured of two
ngs: | intend to continue
do my best for the peo

they suppart; and | will not
be gagged in any way, [ will

One of the very real sadnesses is that when
the SNP chose Humza Yousaf, and this is
not personal, over Kate Forbes we made the

biggest mistake In our party’s history.

IN< Fred.Olsen Renewables

carry on. | don't really have
any regrets. Had 1 voeed to
keep the minister in place, |
woild not have been able to
live with mysel.

*1 will continue b
best MSP that [ can |
be and, in fact, 1 am about
w go to First M
Questions to ask about the
A96.

“What is uppermast in
my mind i how [ can exert
maximum peessure on the
party of government to pro.
vide the same standard ar
safety of roads that the cen
tral belt population take for
granted.”

Inverness and Nairn MSP Fergus Ewing MSP is undausted.

avery extreme party
*One of the very real sad
nesses is that when the SNP
chose Humza Yousaf, and
this Is not personal, aver
when | started o Kate Forbes we made the
ar par
Were she 1o be
come the First Minister that
may well be the lever that
persuades people that an
independent Scotland is the
better option and the anly
g-term successful option
{'rl Scotland.
afrald that sk of
an appears to
assible:

regime
feel thar we were going in  biggest mistake in

the wrang direction but the ty's history
real turning poin
Andhedidso, justanhour  the Bute House agreement
later he stood up undaunted  With the Greens.
in Holymod to secure eithes *1 am afraid the experi
a ministerial update of a ence has been absolutely
written update oa the pro- - dreadful for the SNP unless
gress made or otherwise on we  disengage  with that
the A%6 dualling project Nicola Sturgeon used to say
Mr Ewing considers what  people want parties to work
he did as being less aboat  together bt the Greens are

VIEW THE PLANS | LEARN ABOUT THE PROPOSALS = HAVE YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED

www balnespickwindfarm.co uk communitiesyiredolsen com () 07435 763 900

We are proposing to develop Balnespick Wind Farm, which is located
5.6km to the east of Tomatin and 6.6km north-west of Carrbridge.

he very early stages of our
we are working 1o gather
Teadback that will help toinfoem the
final design of the wind farm.
NG Two aver The Auditonum,
The Strathdearn, Tomatin,
V13 7¥N

will be abie 10,

If you can't attend. Ploase

Carrbridge Village Hall,
Main Street, Carrbridge,
[ PERTVY

NEWS IN BRIEF
Hoax calls rise

THE Scottish Ambulance
Service has received more
than 200 malicious hoax
calls so far this year.

Between January and
August, a total of 218
malicious calls were
received compared to 191
over the entire 2022,

vehicles being allocated,
with crews spending 130
hours at these calls - an
average of 33 minutes for
each call.

The Greater Glasgow and
Clyde area experienced the
highest number of hoax
calis (87).

There were 15 hoax calls
during the same period in
the Highlands J
to nearly eights hours
wasted time.

Taken away

A bid for a new house on
Grantown's High Street has
been withdrawn. Wilkam
Gatiacher, of The Royal Fish
Bac, had lodged the proposal
for 19 High Street with
Hghland Council planners.
The appilcation stated
Mr Gallacher lives in an
apartment sbove the chip
shop and wanted to vacate &
for a general manager as he
looks to retire, and move into
the new property at a site to
the rear of the takesway.

Spey Bank studio is
at ‘art’ of Grantown

Owner is full of praise for the support venture has received from town during first year

THE Spey Bank Studio in
Grantown Is celebrating its
first anniversary nexs month
with a new exhibition

The st
Strathspey
Street in October last year
a nine-month

Wilson, an awant.winning
painter whose wark refer
ences cartographical lines
and organic shapes, includ
ing figurative compositians.

Phatographer fess
Greves tums her focus
on namre, using multiple
exposures and  darkmom
techniques to explore the
Intes-connectedness of bu
maps and the natural worid
ard is an up
and-coming painter and
printmaker whose emo.
tianally-charged work
secks 10 capeure a sense
of atmosphese and push
between abstraction  and
repeesentation

Meanwhile, there Is a
ense of fun and imagina
n In Makolm Tyson's
calourful pleces, which de
Our students have had velop the idea of doodles
great fun making pes And there will be sevesal
cups, toby m ke pieces by Claire Blols, the
stands andbutterdishea”  well-known  Highlands

During October, the gal.  artist
lery will host an exhibition  The exhibition apens on
work that they love. We're  of abstract art, feamuringart. October 7 and runs unil
also del haw pop-  Ists with varyis October 21. The galle
ular our ceramics classes  Ame be open fram Wednesday to
have been Grantown. b aturday, 10am to Spm

premises  pee
mnl\ housed the Bank of
Scocland which was con.
troversially axed as part of
cost-savings in March 2021.

But now the ground flooe

shop, selling a di
artwork from

ab

.‘u«l the wider (.urn.\lnm
National Park as well as gift.
ware and ceramics by own
er Angus Grant.

The first year of business
has included two major ex-  business has been exciting
hibitions an He sald “Grantown Is a
ramics classes. wonderful place to do bust

The studio s also the base  ness and everyane has been
for the Spey Ant Group, a incredibly encouraging of
community organisat our vengure.
who Is also “Our first year has been
teacher at near. full of hard work bat we are
town Grammar  delighted with how our first
L said the first year of year has gone. One of the

GOING POTTY: The ceramic side of the businesses - inchuding pottery making - has proven
to be particularty popedar at the Spey Bank Studio during its first year.

aspects | have enjayed most

*

a host of ce

people about art.
“It's been a wonderful to

help customers find an art

|
Balnespick Wind Farm

VIEW THE PLANS | LEARN ABOUT THE PROPOSALS | HAVE YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED

www balnespickwindl arm. co.uk

We are proposing to develop Balnespick Wind Farm, which is located
5.6km to the east of Tomatin and 6.6km north-west of Carrbridge.

final design of the wind farm.

We ase holding tmo ev
will be able te:

I you can't attend. Please:

N\’ Fred.Oisen R

communitiesifredoisen.com () 07435 763 900

The Auditorium,
The Strathdearn, Tomatin,
V13 7YN

STOCKISTS (o3
AL AR B ) BOSCH SIEMENS

Carrbridge Village Hall,
Main Street, Carrbridge,
PH23 3AA

@ THAIN | 01479 810744

SALES # SERVICE
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Round 1: Posters

T
Balnespick
Wind Farm

VIEW THE PLANS | LEARN ABOUT THE PROPOSALS | HAVE YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED

www.balnespickwindfarm.co.uk communities@fredolsen.com 07435 763 900

We are proposing to develop Balnespick Wind Farm, which is located
5.6km to the east of Tomatin and 6.6km north-west of Carrbridge.

We are at the very early stages of our

proposals and we are working to gather

feedback that will help to inform the

final design of the wind farm.

We are holding two events where you The Auditorium,

will be able to: The Strathdearn, Tomatin, IV13 7YN

Carrbridge Village Hall,
Main Street, Carrbridge, PH23 3AA

N< Fred.Olsen Renewables

Fred.Olsen Renewables

Balnespick Wind Farm

VIEW THE PLANS | LEARN ABOUT THE PROPOSALS | HAVE YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED

www.balnespickwindfarm.co.uk communities@fredolsen.com 07435763 900

We are proposing to develop Balnespick Wind Farm, which is located
5.6km to the east of Tomatin and 6.6km north-west of Carrbridge.

We are at the very early stages of our
proposals and we are working to gather
feedback that will help to inform the
final design of the wind farm.

We are holding two events where you The Auditorium,

will be able to: The Strathdearn, Tomatin,
< to the project team V13 7YN

Carrbridge Village Hall,
Main Street, Carrbridge,
PH23 3AA

N\ Fred.Olsen Renewables
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Round 1: Brochure

Balnespick
Wind Farm

October 2023

N< Fred.Olsen Renewables

Welcome

ial to d

Me are at the very early stages of our
proposals and we would like to start a
conversation with the local community
and key stakeholders about how we can
develop a project that:

Is shaped by community feedback

Supports local aspirations

Allows us to explore delivering local
initiatives, such as

Connectivity
+ Recreation

Tourism

Will deliver local and regional supply
chain opportunities

lop Bali ick Wind Farm, located 5.6km east
of Tomatin and 6.6km north-west of Carrbridge.

We hope that these materials provide
you with useful information. We welcome
your feedback and opinions. Please
complete a feedback form or contact the
team to discuss the plans further.

There are many ways for you to get in
touch with us:

[ co.uk

iti ol com

07435 763 900

About Fred. Olsen Renewables

in Scotland.

f
e

Developing

Scotland’s sustainable future.

Fred. Olsen R bles is one of the |

mﬁi &

Constructing

< Fred.Olsen Renewables

tandi ble energy d pers

i

2

Operating

Qur portfolio consists of 258 operational turbines, alongside a further 76 consented. This,
combined with our projects in Norway and Sweden, brings our total operational capacity to
787.7 MW - providing enough power for 586,190 homes.

Ne are excited about the future. With a pipeline of more than 1GW, central to our success will
be collaboration with communities, committing to local businesses and contributing towards

Our Proposal

We are at the early stages of our proposals and we still have a significant amount of
information to gather prior to submitting an application.

We have submitted a scoping request to
the Scottish Government, which will allow
us to gather stakeholder feedback that will
help to shape our plans. We are embarking
upon consultation with the community and
key stakeholders and the feedback that we
gather throughout the consultation process
will help to inform our final plans.

All of our activity will be supported by a
range of public consultation, including this
exhibition

At this stage it is anticipated that
the project will involve:

« Up to nine wind turbines with a
height of up to 200m to tip

- Battery Storage

+ Turbine foundations and
hardstandings

- External transformers

- A network of new and upgraded
access tracks

« An anemometry mast for wind
monitoring

- An onsite substation and control
building

Temporary construction compounds,
laydown areas and car parking

Temporary borrow pits

We hope that this event will:

- Help to start a conversation with the local
community

Provide information on our initial proposals

and timelines

- Detail the opportunities that Balnespick
Wind Farm will present locally

- Help us to understand local priorities

- Provide the opportunity for you to ask any
questions and provide feedback

Fred.Olsen Renewables
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Layout and Design Process

Many factors will determine the final layout of Balnespick Wind Farm, and the location

of turbines.

This include:

Visual impact

Impact on sensitive habitats

Proximity to areas of ecological interest
Wind resource

Engineering constraints

Community comments

" Fred.Olsen Renewables

Some of these issues will not be fully identified
until the technical assessments are finished.
This means that the layout you see today may
be different from the layout submitted with the
application for consent.

We will ensure that the local community and
key stakeholders are consulted throughout the
development of our proposal and on the final
layout.

IN< Fred.Olsen Renewables

The Development Process

We are currently undertaking
the scoping and consultation of
our development process for the
proposed development.

We submitted a Scoping Report to

the Scottish Government Energy
Consents Unit (ECU) in August 2023 This
described our draft proposal and invited
the views of consultees on the scope of
the Environmental Impact Assessment
(E14).

The Scoping Opinion that we receive
will determine the scope of the EIA

Baseline surveys are ongaing for the
proposed development. These surveys
will inform the final layout of the site
ensuring that it minimises effects on the
local environment. We will then evaluate
and present the effects of the project in
the Enwironmental Impact Assessment
Report (EIAR). The EIAR will accompany
the application far consent to the ECUL

The EIAR will consider:

Ornithology

Ecology
Landscape and visual

Noise

Hydrology, geology and hydrogealogy
Cultural heritage

Access, traffic and transport

Socioeconomics, recreation and
tourism

Telecommunications

Aviation and Existing Infrastructure

Climate change

Our Development Timeline

REQUIREMENT FOR DEVELOPMENT

SITE SELECTION

TECHNICAL ASSESSMENT
PREPARATION OF THE EIAR
SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION

REVIEW BY CONSULTEES

REQUIREMENT FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

ASSESSMENT OF APPLICATION

DECISION BY THE ECU

CONSTRUCTION, COMMMUNITY
LIAISON AND MONITORING

IOYLS LNIHEND

Environmental Impact Assessment

Environmental Considerations

An Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is being undertaken to identify and assess the
potential significant environmental effects of the proposal. The information gathered through
the EIA process will help to shape the design and layout of the proposed development and

required mitigation measures.

This includes, amongst others:

Ornithology
This assessment considers any potential
effect on local bird assemblages. Extensive

ornithology surveys have been completed.

Ecology

This assessment considers the local flora
and fauna, except for birds which are
assessed separately. Habitat and protected
species surveys have been undertaken
within the site which include bats, water
vole, otter, badger, red squirrel, and pine
marten.

Cultural Heritage

This assessment considers the cultural heritage
assets near the site and helps to inform the
design of the proposal and appropriate
mitigation techniques.

Hydrology, Geology and Hydrogeology
This assessment considers the hydrological,
geological and hydrogeological characteristics
of the proposed development site, and helps to
inform appropriate mitigation proposals, if they
are required

There are mapped areas of peat on the site and
whilst considering other constraints, the layout
will be designed to avoid deep peat as far as
possible.

Aviation and Existing Infrastructure

This assessment will consider the potential
effects of the proposed development on civil and
military aviation interests. Telecommunications
operations will also be considered.

Socioeconomics, Recreation and Tourism
Predicted socioeconomic, recreational and
tourism effects of the proposed development
will be outlined within the Environmental Impact
Assessment Report (EIAR). This includes benefits
on local, regional and national levels during the
construction and operational periods of the
proposed development.
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Noise
This assessment will consider the effects of
both construction and operational noise

on nearoy ser sitive receptors, ir Cludir g in
combination with other nearby wind farms.
Mo perceptible ground- e vibration is
expected from the operation of the proposed
development.

Traffic and Transport
This assessment considers the impact on
traffic volurmes and the transport network
during the construction period, operational
phase and decommissioning phase of the

) ent.

propo el

Climate Change

Wind farms have the potential to make
savings on g[&‘&"ﬂ'L‘LEE‘ C
compared to electricity
using fossil fuels.

s emissions
at is generated

will assess the magnitude of greenhouse
gas ermissions of the proposed development
throughout its lifetime, including assessing
peat, and the period
kfort carbon
emissions compared with a scenario where

there is no development.

Landscape and Visual Impact

Once the design layout has been finalised, a
full Landscape and Visual Impact Assessrment
(LV14) of the proposed development will be
carried out. This will consider effects on:

+ Landscape fabric - changes to the
physical form of the landscape and its
elerments

+ Landscape character - changes in the
key characteristics and qualities of the
landscape

- Visual amenity - changes in the
appearance of the landscape

The proposed development will be analysed
to identify elements with the potential to
cause an effect on the landscape within the
specified study area

Photomontages and ZTV

The images presented at this exhibition
have been ared to illustrate the visual
impact of the proposed draft wind turbine
layout from four viewpoint locations.

Pho f v

nontages from each of these
viewpoints have had

using computer generated software.

A preliminary Zone of Thearetical Visibility
(ZTV) dizgram has been generated for the
proposed development that indicates the
number of turbines thearetically visible frarm

any loca

vithin the study area.

This means that from those areas that

are coloured you may be able to see the
proposed development. The different colours
let you know how many wind turbines you

may > to see.

The ZTV does not consider trees and
buildings. These can often screen views so
that fewer or no turbines are actually visible.
The ZTV gives an initial idea of those areas
from which you may be able to see the
proposed development. This is checked by
landscape architects during site visits.

i b

Fred.Olsen Renewables

Why Renewable
Energy?

are reducing
y tradi

By bringing forward more renewable
energy in Scotland, we are:

Reducing our reliance
on fossil fuels

Improving energy security
by reducing imports

Meeting government
targets

Tackling climate change

X Fred.Olsen Renewables

Renewable Energy
and Climate Change

What is Climate Change?

Climate is the average weather we experience
over many years, climate change is the
change we are seeing in these averages
conditions. The rapid dlimate change we are
now seeing is caused by humans using oil,
gas and coal for their homes, factories and
transport.

Average global temperatures have risen by
rmore than 1°C since the 1850s. 2015, 2016,
2017, 2018, 2019 and 2020 were the hottest
years ever recorded. Scotland, and the rest of
the world is in the midst of a global climate
EMErgency.

We are already seeing the negative impact

of climate change. Unless action is taken,
termperatures will continue to rise and we will
e catastrophic impacts such, with
warsening droughts, greater sea level rise and
rmass extinction of species. We all have a role
to play.

experie:

The Impact of Climate Change
Environment

We are already witnessing changes to our
ment such as the melting of ice caps
and glaciers with low lying and coastal cities
at particular risk of flooding.

Climate change is expected to worsen the
frequency, intensity, and impacts of some

tyr 5. For example,
increases in temperatures have resulted in a
greater risk of wildfires like those recently seen
in the USA, Australia and Europe.

25 of extrerne weather ew

change is affecting people in far-

reaching ways. Things that we all depend

upon and value - water, energy, wildlife,

agriculture, ecosystems, and human hea

— are e

periencing the effects of a changing

climate

These extreme weath

storms and wild fires)

vents (floods,

common and intense, threatening lives and

livelihoods

Nature
There is already evidence that animals, birds

and plants are be

ng affected by climate
change in both their distribution and
behaviour.

Changes are happening so fast that many

species do not have time to adapt to the
of habitats or fc

)d and will soon become

extinct

N

ea ice has already

For example, the loss of

seen large reductions in the numbers of
Polar Bear species whilst increasing sea
temperatures has dramatically impacted cora

abitat for many sea creatures.

Impact in the UK
Changes to the climate are also being felt in
the UK

3. Whilst
r and drier

wil

our summers will become h
meaning the likelihood of drouc

increase.

People, nature, and infrastructure are already

vulnerable to a rar of climate impacts

today a ese will only increase in the

coming years as the climate continues to

change.

I =
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Community Benefit Supply Chain

We believe that there are many opportunities for local residents to benefit from

Balnespick Wind Farm. We always seek to employ local services during the construction and

operation of our wind farms. If you, or your company, would like to register
your services please ppli fredolsen.co.uk

Duns Swimming Pool

£317

million of
contracts signed
with Scottish
businesses

246

Construction jobs

& 2,458 S0

Operational &
Maintenance
Employment

Construction
Job Years

(Par Year Equivalent
Per Time Equivatent

£30 ® £29

the local community _million ) )
throughout the lifespan contribution to www.balnespickwindfarm.co.uk

i Scottish GVA
of our wind farms communities@fredolsen.com

07435763 900

- [
\< Fred.Olsen Renewables /l . Fred.Olsen Renewables

IN< Fred.Olsen Renewables )l\ /\\
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Round 1: Feedback Form

Would you like to see an energy efficiency scheme delivered locally?

Comments

Community Benefit Survey
Feedback Form

Where would you like to see a community benefit fund delivered?

Address D Locally D Regicnally ,:] Both
Comments

-
Emall | |
Telephone |
Would you like to see benefit fund designed to existing funding? Can you please rank th: in order of to you, with 1 being the most important and 3 being the least?
Comments
Do you have any other ideas for utilising th benefit from Wind Farm?
Would you like to see an energy discount scheme delivered locally? Any other comments?
u Yes u Mo u Dion't know
Comments

™. Fred.Olsen Renewables T ﬂ\ . Fred.Olsen Renewables /l\

T

,.?7

. Fred.Olsen Renewables
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Round 1: Leaflet

BALNESPICKWIND FARM

—4

e = | 1N

7% /

Exhibitions

Hello,

We are exploring the potential to develop 0 it P st event :

Supply chain Balnespick Wind Farm, located 5.6km

east of Tomatin and 6.6km north-west of 3rd October
Carrbridge. The Auditorium,

/ The Strathdearn, Tomatin, IV13 7YN
11am -7.30pm

tth October
Carrbridge Village Hall,

Main Street, Carrbridge, PH23 3AA
11am -7.30pm

If you, or your company, are able

to provide any of these services,

and more, please get in touch by % www.balnespickwindfarm.co.uk
emailing suppliers@fredolsen.com. communities@fredolsen.com

) 07435 763 900

\.. Fred.Olsen Renewables \.. Fred.Olsen Renewables

IN{ Fred.Olsen Renewables
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About the Proposal A Aboutus

We are at the early stages of our proposals Fred. Olsen Renewables is one of the
and we still have a significant amount of longest standing renewable energy
information to gather prior to submitting an o developers In Scotland.

application.

i‘ 9 turbines up to 200m to tip - -—\\ %fg
] Developing

10MW energy storage facility "

ot cen R 2

\ S o Constructing

N
(\" 35 year lifespan \ PRLILAT v, D
2588
&

£5,000 per MW \ :
i \  Operatig

\.. Fred.Olsen Renewables 1

0

N{ Fred.Olsen Renewables
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Appendix C: Round 1 Exhibition Pictures

N{ Fred.Olsen Renewables
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/XX Fred. Olsen Renewables X Fred.Olsen Renewables ‘?“

N{ Fred.Olsen Renewables
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Appendix D: Round 2 of Public Consultation Advertisements

Newspaper Advertisement: 2024

GRAHAM LEADBITTER: Instead
of change it's more of the same’

SNP MP’s
warning
on winter
energy

THE Labour party has failed
1o protect people from rising
energy prices ahead of what
coudbe amother bitier and
expensive winter’, local SNP
MP Graham Leadbitter has
clalme

It comes as energy
consubtancy, Cornwall
Insight, projected a 9.3 per

updated tomorrow (Friday)
by Ofgem.

delight at

memorial

for Jack

8y Tom

Ramage
tom ramageg@hnmedia.couk

THE widow and the mother af
formes Strathy repoeter Jack Calvert
have given thanks to those who in
his name are raising thousands to
fight the disease that so cruelly took
him two years ago.

X, after sesving his appeentice
ship as a repartes with Scottish Pro-
vincial Press before a career switch
and marriage to Eilidh took him (o

cen 3 a youa palice officer
diea in July 2022 at just 32 after a

ngs,
Just weeks after Labour
ended the winter fucl
payment for pensioners

£1714 - belore another
expected rise to the cap In
January.

Commenting, the Moray
West, Nairn and Strathspey

ith

To help keep his memary alive, his
colleagues launched The Jack Cal
vert Memorial Games and on Sat.
urday August 10 at Deeside Rugby

Club in Banchory colleagues

friends and family gathered fora

special event \.m.n ralsed a won.
derful ariry

A Grampian Police "
explained that the initial bdea had
grown since ies inception and Jack's
family toldthe Strathy this weekthey
were grateful foc the way things had
tumed out

Always superfit, Jack had been an
all-round sportsman and his
memory was being kept in the per.
fect way, through spart for charicy

The family event saw the Scottish
Police Rugby women's team go
head-to-head against Garioch
ladies’ teams as the North Palice
Scotland battled for victory against
the Scattish Palice men’s squad.

Spectatars enjoyed an afiemoan
placing bids 2t the raffle and silent
auctionwhile samplingahossof del
icacies o

ke being split between
The Archie Foundation, Maggie's
Aberdeen and Roxburghe House,
which were all selected by Jack’s
wie Ellidh.

She told the Strathy: “The game
cpitomises what Jack stood for

healthy competition, fitness, family
and friends, good food and doing

your bit foe charity to help the local
‘community

lis mathes Amanda, said: “Weare
sa grateful to Gramplan Police
Rugby Football Club and Scottish
Police Rugby for their cantinued
usppoet

“All their time and effort makes
the Jack Calvert Memorial Games
the amazing event that it is.

“It gifts us this oppartunity for
everyone to remember Jack every
yea

Flood or no

THE \|r1()llktnuxmmg
that the remains
Thiitane B et

o w0 bringa deluge of rain
protect peeple from wha and strong winds to parts
couldbeyet anatherbitter | of the Highlands, but the

nd e
people in this area. strath will not see the

“Massive encrgy worst of i, indeed if any of
rises, s hallmark of the last | i Brodick on Arran and
Tory government, are now The Met Office Issued a
returning under Labour rule. | yellow weather warning

“The pramises of ‘change’ | for today (Thur,
have evaporated as we when the storm, I\iu(h
retur to the austeriy.. hnahrmh downgraded  But
government xhnnldluv! wdlv-e--km further, 1 Wea
beenan end to. expected to make its

“Instead of ‘change’ we felt in the UK.
have more of the same. et Office

“That was made crystal | forccasts: This vl sl ser
clear with Labour’s callous | bring heavy m
decision 1o end the Winter | strongwinds.
Fuel Payment for millions
cutting crucial funding for 7
the Scottish Government in
the process.

“Targeted action must be .
taken to ensure families
aren't forced Into making 4
decisions over whether to
heat or eat again this winter.

We must see a return of the
£400 energy bill rebate, at a
minimum.

“My SNP colleagues and |
will work with Labour to
deliver that suppert - but

“Up 1o 150mm of rain Is
passible on some hills, and
wind guests of up to 60mph
arcbeing predicied on
coastsand islands”

The warning is set to

i i place until 6pm:

“In the Highlands the alert

extends as far southas

extends east as far as

Aviemore, and covers mast
of the A9 south of Inverness

;u[.n.nl'nlnnhr\

Carrby
Hghland i e

\rhﬂlr)u tald the Serathy
yesterday: “There are no

Bood warnings for the
th,

“The warning s really for
the West Highlands”

flood?

s forecaster Lee

namess

-y showa
willingness to offer it

STORMY WEATHER: But here_?

Fred.Olsen Renewables

VIEW THE PLANS

balnespickwindtarm.couk

X' Fred.Oisen Rer

Balnespick Wind Farm

communities efredolsen.com

LEARN ABOUT THE PROPOSALS | HAVE YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED

07435 763 900

We would like to invite you to learn more about our plans
to develop Balnespick Wind Farm, located 5.6km east of

Tomatin and 6.6km north-west of Carrbridge.

The Auditorium,

The Strathdeam, Tomatin, IV13 7YN

f you cant attend. Please

Cambridge Village Mall,

Main Street, C

Carrbridge, PH2.

sckay, gy

www straths

uk

Strathspey and Badenoch Herald 7

Green light desplte

Balavil Estate has been granted retrospective permission for a borrow pit described as being more
akin to a quarry but owners deny any ancient woodland has been destroyed writes Gavin Musgrove

THERE has been dispute over chxm‘ that

of an anctent woodland had ost
o0 a Badenoch estate as part of a gmn
scheme of tree planting

Balavil Estate was denounced by several
members of the Caimgorms National Park
Authority's planning comemittee far further
excavating a borrow pie without permission.

A picture presented at the meeting an
Friday a1 the CNPA's headquarters shawed
the large extent by which the warks had
grown in the past decade in the southwest
comer af Croftcamoch farest.

Latterly the material has been used 10
create a track - again carried out in part
without consent - in arder toreach
woodlands being grown as a restaration
scheme.

“ommittee members relucantly agreed
to both retraspective applications but will
just allaw the barsow pit tempocary works to
coatinue foe six maonths rather than the two.

DEREK ROSS: Blasted estate for its actions.

fox e tck rusmlog orth west o the
main spinal estate road and is located north
of Creag Bhuidhe woodland and noth west
of Lusachair Mhoc

A Balna spolespercon said after the
meeting rant tobe cleas thatalthough
there is ancient woodland on the Bakavil
Estate, the borrow pit iself is situated in an
area of plantation forestry dating from the
19605 and 1970s.

“The estate takes forest and wildiife
management seriously and Haises closely
with the Cairngorms National Park
Authaority.

“Over the last five years we have

0,000 native trees improving the habitats
of hundreds of species including aspreys
and red kites.

“We have also hr-rn working closely with

years being recommended by their

planning officers before an agreed tree

compensation planting scheme has to start.
Gavin Miles, the park authoriry's head

fet zero as they are using swff that ks on
site 50 1do not see whyit can not be used.
“But | questian the term ancient pine

plannes. tald lost ancient
woodland was irreplaceable: “This site was
in an ancient woodland area and we would
never have appeoved this application had it
ot been undertaken beforehand

“However, it has been d d the loss of

you look at the trees - these
are 1960s and 1970s trees not ancient
pinewoods... God knows what age that
akes me. Anclent”
Fellow commitiee member Eleanor
d: *l am in no way

that habétat has happened. These & no way
for us to remedy this in a way that would be
satisfactory”

He confirmed toa committee question
that there was no punitive action |Xm could
be taken against the estate s

But Mr Miles said that mndnmn
restaration’ of such sites was a relatively

n

casy under
“Once it is left alone, trees will start to
spread prety he remarked.

Mr Miles said it was impossible to know
what if any disturbance had been caused to
wildlife by the further excavation of the
historic borrow pit.

He concluded: “This is the best outcome
we can achieve through the planning
system but dearly this has been a real
breach and problem. We da not have any
ocher chaice ather than to approve with the
conditions”

Planning committee membes John Kirk
cami o the xtab's defence

He sa; w pits always seem 1o bea
et e de of park but | =
understand why they have doae it
e cui of acei ey hag v bave been st
the Balmvil site with lorries turning off; it is

against e boriow pit but 1 am against
how this estate has conducted this
application. They have had two years for
the borrowplt s ks pject o ;prnfl( and
hey have done the project wi
pervaiasion and shoald now ekmae the
boerow pit. It has to be done in the proper
fashion surely?”

And she was backed up by Floaa
Mclean who said: “This i a serious
breach and loss of ancient woodland
which I think is disgraceful. Are there any
sanctions we can impase?”

Mr Miles said there are not “The
pur‘pmr af planning is not to punish
he explained.

}f\nmngnunmm«- member Desek
Ross was more scathing: *I da not know if
colleagues recall but we went tothis estate
with this expressed purpose and they told
us they wanted to liaise with the CNPS
they wanied © cooperate with the CNPA
and what do we see here? A breach. I think
it s disgracefus

The application for the retrospective
works at the bacrow pit were unanimously
backed - but just for six moaths - in light of
their planners saying this was the ‘best

outcome’ achievable.

The planning committee heard that the
wack on Balavil had been used informally
by estate vehicles and was extended after

eeking 10 protect
eriically endangered Scottih wildcats and
toreintroduce beavers to the area, and we
e kmproved patha for walkers who wish
toenjoy the estatr.

“Using stane fram aur own borrow pit

2000 with material fram

was sensitive

Approval 1 °
and widening of 800 metres of the 4x1
access track. The estate had dispated
whether an application was even needed

way 10 lmg w new
trees have been planted, reducing our
carbon faotprint to almast zero and
improning safe

Motorist with bloodshot eyes
tested postitive for cannabis

POLICE officers pulled aver a Boat of
Garten motorist because the vehicle did noc
have a road tax.

But Inverness Sheriff Court heard that
when officers approached 31 year old Dylan
Ritchie of Cralgie Avenue, they saw his cyes
were bloodshot and he was tested pasitive
for cannabis.

He admitted driving under the influence

af drugs on August 29, 2022

His reading wa:
cannabis metabolite when ¢
limit bs 2 microgrammes.

Ricchie was ordered to carry out 80 hours
of unpaid community work by Sheriff David
Sutherland.

He also banned him from driving for a
year at the court an Wednesday (August 7.

ammesafa
safe driving

s

balnespickwindfarm.co.uk

We hope t

bt ourapekc
15 the Seottish Geven

this yuar and
e able to tel you mor

I you can't attend. Please.

N Fred.Olsen Renewables

Balnespick Wind Farm

VIEWTHEPLANS  LEARN ABOUT THE PROPOSALS

communities etredolsen.com

HAVE YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED

07435763 900

We would like to invite you to leam more about our plans
to develop Balnespick Wind Farm, located 5.6km east of
Tomatin and 6.6km north-west of Carrbridge.

The Auditorium,
The Strathdearn, Tomatin, IV13 7YN

Carrbridge Village Hall,
Main Street, Carrbridge, PH23 3AA
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HAVEN CENTRE - 1ST ANNIVERSARY

a difference

Helping hand for parents of
children with complex needs

We all don't have to
be Olympians but

for major
upgrade

HIGHLAND Council has
ONCE s weck Beh of mind_knowing_ we Cou e aclive st i Whis Pk
Williamson (14) has a daughter is enjoying herself public concerns at the
sleepover in one of the and having  bit of inde- Ioss of a play area which
suites at the Haven Centre pendence in a safe environ- have seen & H Ith local suthority earlier
inInverness, ment with carers who know large amount of ea sald was removed due to
1t means she can get her her. world-class ‘health and safety
hair washed and”t:nm Beth also takes pan in sport and Matters m;merm{m S
some ring while it activities she might not physical activity recently. v i member of the public
gives .'.’:."’.;'i.mi Amelia otherwise have tried when At the start of the summer, By DrTim Allison wrote e the Th
and . timé to them- .;,,.u.,d“,mm,, we saw the Eurepean Inverness Courler
selves and 1o focus on their the Special Needs Action Sontball champioaitip angaron brough by Highrlevel athletes can be inspirationai. expmllngllllhnl::hm:
. where many people show
“"B{';"'ﬁ“;"r“_:‘:“;mw :‘n‘,’ﬁﬁ"éf‘mmk Their sonmort for the Ausalian fns burwhat  vastmisforityof us forwhom  many different activides for | condition of the park.
e disonde paslring B an i iy Shola Scatland team by travelling stoudoutwas the immense  high-level sportwillonly  themore able and the less But work Is due to begin
She knows what shewants”  additional mp;mn needs | 1o ieenal disabilis d m SpeneNcS t0 Germany. More recently commitment from everyone  everbeadream isthatwe  able. For others it may be soon after the contractar
And although Siowd is and disabilitie: = o By e there has never been the Olympics have come to taking part. canallimprove our health daneeon.auungmmdng - Jupiter Play & Leisure -
non-verbal it doesnot mean  Hsle Noemington, chair. | [ PRRERS MG ERS U STk S an end but then we have the For every Oly through phy someone | was appointed last
Wi 2 gtom, cuath d ta lose her mobility  “We  would probably as much as SNAP, Amelia
she has not got a voice and woman and founder of the starte ity Paralympics to follow in Paralympic competitor From children at school and el;udng for awalk, or to mont
by signing described see. | [0 00w ites awecichalr have o tke herto the - s Paris, there are hundreds ofother  nursery to peoplewholive  leave the car at home. We Last year, the [nverness
The stalf at SNAP, wh i i Ay dokdi Although  she cannot cal swimming pool to wash is excited about it. The dedication of those dedicated competitors and  in care homes, there are maywant to do things by city commirtee granted
b s g e o i yer i !Pﬁk ] “ll she com- her she says. “We would  “T'm so grateful. taking part is huge, both for coaches, anditwouldbe  opporuniries tomovemore  ourselves, wemaywantio | the Whin Park revamp
espouse the core values of tianalas a dream come true have to I]nnk creativelyand Tt feels we are making the gold medallists who may easy to assume that physical  and even small increasesin  be active with others; w scheme £150,000 of
fun, friendship, experiences and said it provided a life mdhmmmbulul BI! ot get respite” progress e be household names but activity ison theincrease  activiry can be important for - maywant to comparewhat | Common Good funding,
services and initiatives dur. and respect, have alsogotta  line to many families frustrated. She outlined the practi- ul of ber shus mhmhe also for the thousands of throughout the world, aur health we dowith our past activity | then in February this
ing its first year. ko Slotrit. ‘We remain ever humble || “pap 5 pupil st cal realities faced b ,he would just |,, “m,, others who are lesser especially given how Physical activity is orwith others But whether | year it got another
Siouxi is among the young  Lindsay praises them for  and thankful for the support | | ppynsond SJ:.,.,L was  lies living with a with kmown. Many have faced beneficial beingactive s for  important at all ages but we are inerested in the £100,000 - I was already
people who attend one of its  theit team spirit and hard - shown for our charity by the | | 0o e firet 10 wse one  complex needs. adversity and injuryand our physical and mental there are certain times when  greatglobal sportsevents | in receipt of £234,988
youth clubs for two hours work in getting to know the local community and be- | |GFS e S 0 i D s st o to the e e Ma have had to dedicate their healthatall ages. However,  we can pay partieular and are inspired by thelr fram the Seottish
each week when she is able peoplein their careas wellas yond as we have navigated iy 7 3 arecentreport from the attention to the need to stories or if we just want to o

ed suites at the centre for

shop, ot go far a walk, or

Normington who cam-

lives 10 their sport knowing

10 join in a range of indoor Offering support to the fami year, she said < = thata simple mishap could | Physical activity is Waorld Health Organization  keep active. One s in et out in the countryside, The council,
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pendently” Lindsay says

“Itis the one place she can
really be hersel(”

During a snatched con.
versation, she outlines life
with Siouxi.

Until recently, for exam.
ple, her daughter would
wake between 3am and dam
although Lindsay has man
aged to extend this to 5am or
6am and very occasionally
manages a lie-in untl Bam.

Life during the corona
virus pandemic and lock.
downs was also intense for
the pair.

Bul Lindsay remains up

2 year ago, it has developed
and grown.

Elsie  Normington
Foundation staff team has
grown from two to five while
SNAP has also seen its own
staff team grow.

The Haven Suites have
provided short breaks, over
night stays, emergency res
pite and independent skills
sessions with families from
Inverness-shire, Nairn, the
Isle of Lewis, Brora and Fort
Augustus and many other
places in between.

The café, open five days a
week and stafed mainly by

disabilities, and their par

0 the centre and s
es has been “fantastic’
being part of the Haven was
a dream come true for the
team.

“Being here has allowed

opportunities
dren and young people in
Highland with learning dis-
abilities or complex needs to
have a place where they feel
they belong while having
fun in a supportive atmos

“It is getting harder and
harder 10 get ber into the
shower or bath”

She ponders what they

She feels lucky they have
access to the centre and
says being able 1o get res.
pite there gives them peace

community.

*I think belonging is so
important for these yous
people” she says. “They feel
excluded from so much”

Balnespick Wind Farm

VIEW THE PLANS | LEARN ABOUT THE PROPOSALS | MAVE YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED

VIEW THE PLANS

balnes

windfarm.co.uk

Balnespick Wind Farm

LEARN ABOUT THE PROPOSALS | HAVE YO

@fredol:

QUESTIONS ANSWERED

07435 763 900

We would like to invite you to learn more about our plans

To celebrate Miele's
125th anniversary

to develop Balnespick Wind Farm, located 5.6km east of Ou could
beat and retains her sense volunteers, has welcomed phere;” she said. . ’ \
of humour as well as be. centre users, members of  “We now have sessions I MSE I SO eat o1 (i STANS 268 SO0 Tomatin and 6.6km north-west of Carrbridge. Win a staggering
ing adept at using various the public and the local such as toddler groups,

techniques to distract her
daught

“She is amazing” Lindsay
says. “She is so funny

*She is very impatient as
well

“Some people call her

community to enjoy home.
made freais, cofiees, lunch
s an

Al the money made is in
vested back into the charity
to develop the services.

The café will soon devel

young adult (over 16s) ses
sions, and family play ses
sions at the Haven that
families or caress can book
to attend, allowing those
who don’t have a place at
our current clubs to be able
10 access the facilities that

We would like to invite you to learn more about our plans
to develop Balnespick Wind Farm, located 5.6km east of
Tomatin and 6.6km north-west of Carrbridge.

The Audi

PLUS 1\

win avoucher worth upto £250

WE’'LLDRINK
TO THAT

@ THAIN

op supported work place.

stubborn. 1 say she is deter. c
ments for young people with

mined and strong willed.

We hope to submit our application athdearn W137YN
1o the Scottish Government later
this year and our exhibitions will

be able to tell you mare about

SNAP run at the Haven”

The Auditorium,
The Strathdeamn, Tomatin, IV13 7YN

Carrbridge, PH

01479 810744

www.thainappliances.com

SERVICE

¥ you can't attend. Please:

Carrbridge Village Hall,
Main Street, Carrbridge, PH23 3AA

™ Fred.Olsen Renewables

IN< Fred.Olsen Renewables
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Round 2: Poster

IN< Fred.Olsen Renewables

_
Balnespick
Wind Farm

WVIEW THE PLANS | LEARN ABOUT THE PROFOSALS | HAVE YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED

balnespickwindfarm.co.uk communities@afredolsen..com 07435 763 900

We would like to invite you to learn more about our plans to
develop Balnespick Wind Farm, located 5.6km east of Tomatin
and &6.6km north-west of Carrbridge.

We hope to submit our application
to the Scottish Government Later
this year and our exhibitions will
be able to tell you more about:

The Auditorium,
Tha Sirathdearn, Tomatin, V13 7¥N

If you can’t attend. Please:
Carrbridge Village Hall,
Main Street, Carrbridge, PH23 3AA

. Fred.Olsen Renewables /l

T
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Round 2: Brochure

Balnespick
Wind Farm

\. Fred.Olsen Renewables

IN{ Fred.Olsen Renewables

Welcome

Welcome to our second set of public exhibitions about our proposals to develop

Balnespick Wind Farm, located on the

pick Estate, approxi ly 5km east of

Tomatin and 6km north west of Carrbridge.

e contribution to the

@ Site location

N\ Fred.Olsen Renewables

Your feedback and opinions are very
important. Please complete a feedback
form or speak to the team to discuss the
plans further,

itlase@fredolsen.com
07435 763 900
www.balnespickwindfarm.co.uk

About Us Our Proposals

Fred. Olsen Renewables is one of the We have undertaken a range

ble energy

devaelopers in Scotland.

Our portfolio co
turbines, alc

sists of 258 operationa

Up to 10MW of battery

f\rﬂﬁ Turbine foundations and
@@ hardstandings

DeVEIOPing xternal transformer housing

1 and control

Underground el y cables
the turbines

Constructing

Crane pads

Anemometry mast

Operating
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Layout and Design Process

To determine the location of the wind turbines many factors have been considered.
These include:

Wind resource

Engineering constraints

Visual impact

Impact on sensitive habitats

Proximity to areas of ecological interest
Location of heritage assets
Telecommunication infrastructure

Following our first round of exhibitions
the location of the turbines has been
altered slightly.

The layout in the plan shown details the
location of the proposed nine turbines.

\
Lagh Braigh \
Bbeuthaichf

\{ Fred.Olsen Renewables

The Development
Process

Having submitted a Scoping Report Our Development Timeline
to the Scottish Government Energy
Consents Unit (ECU) in August
2023 we have received a range of
feedback from consultees. Some of
the stakeholders included:

REQUIREMENT FOR DEVELOPMENT

SITE SELECTION

The Highland Council

NatureScot

+ RSPB

Scattish Environment Pratection
Agency (SEPA)

Historic Environment Scatland (HES)
Community Councils

This feedback has determined the scope
of the Environmental Impact Assessment
(EIA) and informed the extent of our
surveys and assessments These have
helped to influence the layout of the site
to ensure that it minimises effects on the
local environment.

PROJECT INITIATION

CONSULTATION AND SCOPING

IDENTIFICATION OF ISSUES & SURVEYS

DEVELOPMENT LAYOUT & DESIGN ITERATIONS

FOVLS LNIHHND

‘We have evaluated any potential
significant effects of the proposed
development, and these will be
presented within the ElA Report (EIAR).
The EIAR will accompany the application
for consent to the Scottish Government.

The EIAR will consider:

SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION

REVIEW BY CONSULTEES

REQUIREMENT FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

Ornithology

Ecology

Cultural Heritage

Hydrology, Hydriogeology and Peat
Aviation and Telecommunications
« Socioeconomics and Tourism
Noise and Vibration

Traffic and Transport

Landscape and Visual

ASSESSMENT OF APPLICATION

DECISION BY THE ECU

CONSTRUCTION, COMMMUNITY
LIAISON AND MONITORING

Environmental
Impact Assessment

Ornithology
A desk-based study was conducted

in Autumn 2019. This was prior to the
commencement of baseline surveys.

it provided background information

on protected sites designated for their
ornithological interest and protected species
either known or likely to be present within
the site and its surrounding area. The desk-
study findings were used to advise on the
ornithological field survey programme.

The site has undergone a suite of baseline
ornithology surveys between March 2020

< Fred.Olsen Renewables

IN< Fred.Olsen Renewables
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and February 2022 (inclusive)
surveys have been underta

range of

ncluding:

+ Moaorland Breeding Bird Surveys
+ Black Grouse Surveys
« Breeding Raptor Surveys

- Eagle Surveys

All surveys in line with
the latest guidance from NatureScot and the
extent of the baseline surveys were agreed in
nsultation with Natu

wildfowl and ra
the dedicated raptor sun,

x target raptor

grouse and golden plover wi
maost found across the site.

¢ Nature
perca ill likely form an impartant part
of the assessment as there may be dispersion
of birds be y Forest SPA
and the Strathspe
the proposed site. D
with the RSPE C
and further information will be gathered

to inform a Habitats Regulations Appraisal

Ecology

A desk-based study
Autumn 2019
baseline surveys. This pravic
nformation on protected sites desig
recological interest and protected
either known or likely to be present
the site and its surrou
These findings were used to direct the
ological field survey programme.

wding area.

The site has undergone a suite of baseline

ogy surveys bety

October 2023 (inclu:

The following surveys were undertaken

Phase 1 Habitat Survey

Badger Survey

Wildcat Survey

Otter Survey

Water Viole Survey

« Bat Roost Assessment

Static Bat Detector (bat activity) Surveys

tation Classification (N

Mational ¥
Survey

Freshwater Habitat Assessment Survey

All survey:
atest gui
extent of the ba
nsultation v

s were undertaken in line wit
from MatureScot and t
=line surveys were agreed in
h NatureSe

The majority pm
consists of dry modified bog.
area of dry
t and scrub habitat w bon
estate tracks and watercourses.

P

_ Fred.Olsen Renewables

There are no habitats present on site that
potential to support red squirrels or

pine marten

15 of b
were recorded wit

of otter and

W g ood

tial

area, as very

mature trees or other

roosting sites (e.g. buildings, bridges,
present

Bat activity across the
bly

at.The

S cComm:

The fres ter habitat a sment identified

none of the thin the site

\< Fred.Olsen Renewables

odive

rsity Net Gain
will consid

Hydrology, Hydrogeology and Peat

the hy

gical and hydroc

propos t

2iopment

rstics o

characte
site, and hi orm appropriate

f peat are found

ercourse
d to keep outwith

across the site and loo

will be ongoing with SEPA
he site layout prior to EIAR




54

Socioeconomics and Tourism

uld be

ted within Landscape Character Type

221) Rolling Uplands within the south
of Drynachan, Lochindorb

Landscape and Visual Amenity The pr d developm
A full Landscape and Visual Impact
Assessment (LVIA) of the proposed
development is being carried out to consider

effects on: and D Vioors Special Landscape Area
(SLA). The site lies approximatel km north

west of the C
km north o

ngorms Na

- changes in the
tics and qualities of the
landscape as a result of the development

for the LVIA has b
e to a Zone of Th tical

) map: This has been produced
nderstand the ge: hical area where
views of the proposed de
theoretically possible. This was

the blade tip h of the proposed turbir
and to a 45 km radius.

Visual amenity - chanc

experienced by people

Noise and Vibration Traffic and Transport

N\ Fred.Olsen Renewables
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CAA)
m in height
Dle aviation

the potential for the proposed dey
to result in significant eff

character.

ighting. The LVIA will als
additional

The LVIA will assess the potential effect:
the proposed development on different
visual receptors comprising settlements,
footpath users, recognised tourist rout
long distance walking rou
centres for tourism and road and rail routes

cycler

ent of

uncil and Natur

The LVIA will include an as
the cumula effects of t
development when considerec
other operational, approved or in planning
wind energy sc hemes.

alon:

g with

IN< Fred.Olsen Renewables

Community Benefit

If consented, Balnespick Wind Farm could provide over £9m in

B h

c y fit throug| the lifespan of the project.

w they

t fund. T

Get in touch by emailing
communities@fredolsen.com

N\ Fred.Olsen Renewables

Delivering Energy
Directly, Locally

We are working closely with
Caldera, a specialist in transforming
solar and wind power into reliable
industrial heat, and Tomatin
Distillery to explore the opportunity
for Balnespick Wind Farm to deliver
a private wire of electricity directly
to the distillery.

We believe that this could provide the
opportunity to help the Distillery to:

Reduce its energy costs

Reduce its greenhouse gas
emissions

Increase its use of non-fossil
fuels

Support a low carbon
economy

If this proves to be viable, we hope
that it could bring forward further
opportunities for the local community,
including:

A direct supply of electricity
to community facilities

Facilitate further EV charging
points locally
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Supply Chain

We are pleased that our projects
have managed to employ a range of
local services- helping to maximise
the local economic opportunities of
our projects.

If our application is successful we will
look to local businesses to provide
services to the proposed development.
Services that we have previously
employed include:

Services that we have employed include:

+ Local accommodation
« Plant hire

« Caterers

» Groundworks

« Fencers

» Concrete and aggregate

. Fred.Olsen Renewables

Wind Farms and
Climate Change

What is Climate Change?

Climate is the average weather we
experience over many years, climate change
is the change we are seeing in these averages
conditions. The rapid climate change we are
now seeing is caused by humans using oil,
gas and coal for their homes, factories and
transport.

Average global temperatures have risen by
more than 1°C since the 1850s. 2015, 2016,
2017, 2018, 2019 and 2020 were the hottest
years ever recorded. Scotland, and the rest of
the world is in the midst of a global climate
emergency.

We are already seeing the negative impact

of climate change. Unless action is taken,
temperatures will continue to rise and we will
experience catastrophic impacts such, with
worsening droughts, greater sea level rise
and mass extinction of species. We all have a
role to play.

The impact of Climate Change?
Environment

We are already witnessing changes to our
environment such as the melting of ice caps
and glaciers with low lying and coastal cities
at particular risk of flooding.

Climate change is expected to worsen the
frequency, intensity, and impacts of some
types of extreme weather events. For example,
increases in temperatures have resulted in a
greater risk of wildfires like those recently seen
in the USA and Australia.

People

Climate change is affecting people in far-
reaching ways. Things that we all depend
upon and value - water, energy, wildlife,
agriculture, ecosystems, and human health
- are experiencing the effects of a changing
climate.

These extreme weather events (floods, storms
and wild fires) will become more common
and intense, threatening lives and livelihoods.

Nature

There is already evidence that animals, birds
and plants are being affected by dimate
change in both their distribution and
behaviour.

Changes are happening so fast that many
species do not have time to adapt to the loss
of habitats or food and will soon become
extinct.

For example, the loss of sea ice has already
seen large reductions in the numbers of
Polar Bear species whilst increasing sea
temperatures has dramatically impacted coral
reefs —a vital habitat for many sea creatures.

Impact in the UK
Changes to the climate are also being felt in
the UK.

Our winters are becoming warmer and
wetter resulting in increased flooding. Whilst
our summers will become hotter and drier
meaning the likelihood of droughts will
increase.

People, nature, and infrastructure are already
vulnerable to a range of climate impacts
today and these will only increase in the
coming years as the climate continues to
change.

Why Wind Farms?

A substantial amount of carbon
emissions come from energy
used across power, heating and
transport.

Renewable energy such as wind power,
does not emit greenhouse gases into
the atmosphere.

Therefore, by using renewable energy
technologies like wind turbines, solar
panels and hydro we are reducing
carbon emissions created by traditional
energy consumption.

Wind power, as the most advanced
renewable technology available at a
large scale, has a vital role to play in
achieving our zero-carbon electricity
system

By bringing more wind turbines
forward in Scotland, we are:

@ ﬂ Reducing our reliance

on fossil fuels

Improving energy security
by reducing imports

il

@ Meeting government
targets

&

Tackling climate change

N Fred.Olsen Renewables

11.9 MILLION TONNES

OF COZ%:

00000

99% less

@ 98% less
75% less

IN< Fred.Olsen Renewables
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Next Steps

We want to apply to the Scottish
Government for consent by late 2024.

Ahead of then we will continue to undertakea
range of public consultation and seek to gather

www.balnespickwindfarm.co.uk

communities@fredolsen.com
07435 763 900

< Fred.Olsen Renewables
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Round 2: Feedback Form

Community Benefit Survey
Feedback Form

Address

Emall |

Telephone

Would you like to see a community benefit fund designed to complement existing funding?

l:‘ Yes |:| Ne D Dion't know

Comments

Would you like to see an energy discount scheme delivered locally?

u Yes u Ne u Dion't know

Comments

. Fred.Olsen Renewables

IN< Fred.Olsen Renewables

o

0

Would you like to see an energy efficiency scheme delivered locally?

D Lj No G Don't know

omme

Where would you like to see a community benefit fund delivered?

[Jecaly  [] regionally  [] Botn

nme

Can you please rank the following in order of importance to you, with 1 being the most important and 3 being the least?
[] neray Efficiency Scheme ] Energy Discount Scheme [ ] Community BeneficFund [ Other

Do you have any other ideas for utilising the community benefit from Balnespick Wind Farm?

Any other comments?

3 0% e cotect 2o $ ety & Costact e rarre eruix 2 ks anc e

- & Unage: e wisiec x voe-ce st o b 20 3o s 1. Uning your perssrd
[ s o - - : 2ttt wia cicasre of your
perscesidata: Data trauter cusaide the £EA: R, der LK CXY. P
o yateipepr " .  Haw g we keep your persaet

| ..T : T

N\ Fred.Olsen Renewables
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Round 2: Leaflet

BALNESPICK WIND FARM

Hello,

Following our exhibitions in October 2023,
we would like to invite you to attend further
events to learn more about our plans to
develop Balnespick Wind Farm, located
5.6km east of Tomatin and 6.6km north-
west of Carrbridge.

Tuesday 27th August
12noon - 8pm

The Auditorium,

The Strathdearn, Tomatin,
IVI37YN

Wednesday 28th August
11am -6pm

Carrbridge Village Hall,
Main Street, Carrbridge,
PH23 3AA

www.balnespickwindfarm.co.uk www.baln

communities@fredolsen.com
07435763 900

N\ Fred.Olsen Renewables
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About the
proposal
We have undertaken a

range of environmental and
technical assessments.

9 turbines up
to 200m to tip

10MW energy
storage facility

55.8MW wind
farm capacity

@ 35 year lifespan

£5,000 per MW
community fund

About us

Fred. Olsen Renewables is one of
the longest dina Wl
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Community
Benefit

\. Fred.Olsen Renewables

N Fred.Olse

Fred. Olsen R: bles pi dc

benefit funds in Scotland, and we have many
operational funds in place. We recognise
that each fund is different and needs to be
responsive to local needs.

n Renewables

We have had many conversations about what opportunities the
community benefit fund could present locally. This includes:

Local Energy Discount Scheme

Local Energy Efficiency Programme (LEEP)

We want to hear your feedback on
these suggestions and your ideas.
Please complete a feedback form or
get in touch directly.

\. Fred.Olsen Renewables

Case Study

Carsphairn Local Energy Discount
Scheme (LEDS) has been operational
since 2018. One of the first LEDS

in Scotland, it is administered by
Carsphairn Community Council and fully
funded by Windy Standard Wind Farm,

The initiative supports local residents
to pay for their energy related bills

and addresses the challenge of rising
energy costs, helping the fuel poor and
minimising fuel poverty.

The scheme is open to all properties that
are lived in full time (excluding holiday
homes and second homes). Local
residents are encouraged to apply into
the scheme annually. Since its inception
the LEDS has provided over £127,000

in direct payments. In 2022 alone,

101 houses were provided with £400
towards their energy costs.
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Supply chain

I

Liz Holmes, Chair, Carsphairn
Community Council, commented:

“The scheme has been very well received
by the community and has helped
residents to meet their energy costs, which
has become increasingly important with
the huge increase in these over the last few
years.

“As a remote rural community, it is very
important that this is an energy, rather
than electricity scheme, allowing those
whio use ofl, solid fuel or LPG for heating
and those who are not connected to the
electricity grid to continue to benefit

“The LEDS helps to demonstrate the We hope that this information has

; . been useful and we look forward to
positive impact that wind farms can bring di 2 lans furth ith
fo the area, reaching residents who might R AT p ettt b
not benefit from funding otherwise” at the forthcoming events.

www.balnespickwindfarm.co.uk

communities@fredolsen.com
07435 763 900

Visit www.balnespickwindfarm.co.uk
for further information.

N\ Fred.Olsen Renewables
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Appendix E: Round 2 Exhibition Pictures

[ Fred.Olsen Renewables

public

—

IN{ Fred.Olsen Renewables /‘\
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Appendix F: Social Media Promotions

» . Fred. Olsen Renewables UK
* 12 Movember at 01:32 -

We are really excited to be a part of what we believe to be a first of its
kind initiative.

For our Balnespick Wind Farm {www.balnespickwindfarm.co.uk) project
in the Highlands, we are coming together with the other wind farm
developers in the Strathdearn Community Council area — Kyllachy,
Highland, Clune, and Lynemore — to host a community coffee morning

o . Fred. Olsen Renewables UK is at The Strathdearn.
at the Strathdearn Hub, Tomatin on Saturday 30th November.

August 27 - Tomatin - Q

We hope that this will provide local residents with another opportunity Today we are in The Strathdearn exhibiting our proposals for

to engage with developers in a friendly, informal setting. Balnespick Wind Farm. Tomorrow we will be in Carrbridge.

Taking place from 10am — 12noon - everyone that pops in can pick up . |
a cuppa and a cake, take a look at all of our stands and have a chat Pop in to take a look and talk to the team. Hope to see you soon!
with the teams. https://www.balnespickwindfarm.co.uk/local-residents.../

Hope to see you there!

)§$
Coffee
Morning (e

dY Like () Comment (© Send &> Share

P

IN{ Fred.Olsen Renewables
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o  Fred. Olsen Renewables UK
\' August 6-Q

We will will be returning to Tomatin and Carrbridge on the 27th and
28th August to display plans for Balnespick Wind Farm.

The project, located just 5km east of Tomatin, will comprise nine wind
turbines capable of generating over 50MW of clean electricity.

Local residents are encouraged to attend the events and meet with
members of the Fred. Olsen Renewables project team. They will also .
be able to learn about how the plans have evolved since the last series \
of exhibitio... See more

o Fred. Olsen Renewables UK created an event.
8§ August6-Q

BALNESPICKWINDFARM.CO.UK Tue, Aug 27
Balnespick Wind Farm | Balvraid Lodge, Tomatin Balnespick Wind Farm Exhibitions 17 Interested
We hope this website helps to provide information on Balnespick ... 1 person went

IN{ Fred.Olsen Renewables /‘\ /]\
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\; Fred. Olsen Renewables UK
September 13, 2023 - 3

We are planning to develop Balnespick Wind Farm, located 5km east of Tomatin.

Local residents are encouraged to attend our events in October, where they will have the
opportunity to meet with members of the Fred. Olsen Renewables project team, examine visual
representations of the project, and provide their valuable feedback.

Further information can be found at www.bainespickwindfarm.co.uk

Balnespick
Wind Farm

PUBLIC EXHIBITION

VIEWTHE PLANS | LEARN ABOUT THE PROPOSALS | HAVE YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED

© www.halnespickwindfarm.couk @ communitiesafredolsencom 8 07435 763 900

We are proposing to develop Balnespick Wind Farm, which is located

5.6km to the east of Tomatin and 6.6km north-west of Carrbridge.

are at the very carly stages of o
proposals and we are working to gather b
feedback that will help to inform the 3rd October
final design of the wind farm 11am
The Auditorium,
The Strathdearn, Tomatin, V13 7YN

7.30pm
We are holding two events where you
will be able to:

4th October

11am - 7.30pm

) . ) - Carrbridge Village Hall,
If you can't attend, Please Main Street, Carrbridge, PH23 3AA

N< Fred.Olsen Renewables



